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Welcome to the April edi�on of Praxis!

The readings are brief,  in  order to cover the Scripture, present the

thought, and allow /me to take it in through medita�on, contempla�on,

and prayer. We encourage you to record your responses and the things

that the Holy Spirit shows you.  The readings are set up according to the

ancient prac/ce of the  daily o�ce,  with a reading for morning hours,

and a reading for evening hours. Of course, when and how you do this is

completely up to you, but we do encourage you to do it at the same

/me and place each day, in order to simplify and develop the habit. 

Take your �me to soak in the Word. Invite the Holy Spirit to speak to you each

day.  Even  the  simplest  of  things  can  bring  revela�on  when  we  dedicate

a$en�on to the Spirit and the details. 

This compila/on has been designed to lead us into the Scripture each

day, to help empower us in the Holy Spirit and Truth, and to culminate in

the Home Church experience. 

Make special note  of the pages given to each Sunday, take  /me to

review  your  readings  and  responses  from  the  week.  This  will  help

prepare  you  for  a  richer  experience  in  Home  Church,  through  both

sharing and receiving. 

If you are not yet part of a Home Church, we would love to have you

experience it for yourself! Find out more from the person who gave you

this book, or reach us at www.GracewayRI.org 

The commentary that accompanies each 

reading is wri9en by Ed Piche9e Sr., who 

serves as an elder and a Home Church 

Leader at Graceway Community. 



April 1 Morning Reading

The book of  John is  quite di erent from the other gospels.   The other three

gospels are o"en referred to as the synop�c gospels.  The word synop�c means

“with one eye.”  The intended meaning of that term is simply that those three

gospels discuss many of the same details and present them in more or less the

same order.  John is di erent.  John tends to present the details in a somewhat

di erent  order  than  the  others.   For  example,  John  tells  the  story  of  the

cleansing of the temple near the beginning of his gospel (ch. 2) while the others

all place that story more toward the end of their gospels (Mat 21; Mk 11; Lk 19).

Most scholars believe the reason for these di erences is because John has a

di erent goal in wri�ng his gospel.  While the synop�c gospels are concerned

with  the  details  of  what  happened  and  when  it  happened,  John  is  more

concerned about developing a theology.  John’s primary goal is to discuss who

God is and especially who God is, as seen through the coming of Jesus.  Don’t

misunderstand, all four gospel writers are concerned about theology and what

happened when.  The di erence is a ma4er of degree and how to achieve their

respec�ve  goals.   For  the  synop�c  gospels,  the  primary  goal  is  to  tell,  as

precisely as possible, what happened and when. For them, the nature of God

and Jesus will follow out from the details of the events.  For John, the primary

focus is on the nature of God and Jesus.  John will present the events of Jesus’

life in an order that helps him to teach about who the Father is and who Jesus

is.

God has seen 5t to preserve for us four gospels.  Each contribu�ng to a fuller

picture of God AND Jesus AND the Holy Spirit.  To make the most of it, we should

approach each gospel individually and then compare and contrast them to build

a fuller picture.

  

1 Week 1: John 1:1-2:25



Evening Reading April 1

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word

was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. (Jn. 1:1-2 ESV)

John begins his gospel with the words of Gen. 1.  “In the beginning…”  Those

words evoke a picture in the mind of a faithful believer.  The power of God in

crea�on – His goodness and His desire to bless His people – all this and more is

brought to mind.  But then John adds a twist.  He changes the story.  He does

not say “In the beginning God created …”, rather he says, “In the beginning was

the  Word.”   John,  the  theologian,  is  hin�ng that  the two words  “God”  and

“Word” are, at least in some ways, interchangeable.   So his  opening phrase

presents a major theme for this gospel.  

“In the beginning was the Word”  is a demonstra�on of who Jesus is – He is the

same one spoken about in Gen 1:1.  John will develop this idea more in just a

few verses.  In the next phrase John tells us that Jesus is NOT iden�cal to God

the Father.   By saying “the Word was with God,”  John tells  us  that  Jesus  is

dis�nct from the Father in some way.  If they were completely iden�cal so that

God and the Word were simply two di erent names for the same person, then

you  would  not  say  that  the  one  was  “with”  the  other.   If  you  are  “with”

someone then you are necessarily dis�nct from that other person.  This 5rst

verse of John concludes by clearly sta�ng that “the Word was God”.  

John has summed up his theology in the 5rst verse.  

Jesus is equal to the Father and Jesus is dis�nct from the Father.  

He will go on to develop  this theme more clearly as the gospel con�nues.  Verse

2 then repeats the same idea.  Jesus was present “in the beginning” just as the

Father was.   Jesus is the agent through whom crea�on came to be – He is equal

to God the Father!  And, at the same �me, the Word was “with” God.  Jesus is

somehow dis�nct from God the Father!

Praise God today for revealing Himself to us through Jesus!

Week 1: John 1:1-2:25 2



April 2 Morning Reading

3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made

that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light

shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (Jn. 1:3-5 ESV)

John con�nues demonstra�ng that the creator is the Word of God.  He shows

that Jesus is equal to the Father by telling us that Jesus did the same things that

the Father did.  This too is a theme repeated throughout John’s gospel.  John is

asser�ng here that Jesus is equal  to the Father because Jesus does only the

things that the Father does.

19  So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of

his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the

Father does, that the Son does likewise. (Jn. 5:19 ESV)

In v. 4 John tells us that life is in Jesus.  So John, in the 5rst four verses of his 

gospel, has presented Jesus as creator and giver of all life – these are a4ributes 

that belong to God alone.  Jesus does what the Father does because He is the 

equal of the Father.

18 This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not 

only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own 

Father, making himself equal with God. (Jn. 5:18 ESV)

In v. 5 John tells us that, in Jesus, light has come into the world.  He has just said

in v.  4 that  this  light  is  life!   He goes  on to  say  that  the  darkness  has  not

overcome the light.  Some transla�ons subs�tute understand for overcome.  The

idea is that evil cannot deal with the goodness of God.  The evil one desires to

overpower the Father – but he cannot.  So John is telling us that the devil is

weak in comparison with God’s power and he is not able to understand who

God is.  The devil is out of his depth in his desire to surpass God.

3 Week 1: John 1:1-2:25



Evening Reading April 2

6  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7  He came as a

witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.  8

He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.  9 The true light,

which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10  He was in the

world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.
11  He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. (Jn. 1:6-11

ESV)

Hopefully you can begin to see the di erence between John’s gospel and the

synop�cs.  John began with a very theological discussion of who Jesus is.  While

the other writers will not have the type of discourse that John uses to open his

gospel,  they  too,  each  in  his  own way,  expound on the  deity  of  the  Christ.

Beginning in v. 6 John shi"s gears and now moves on to discuss the Bap�st.

Note how John introduces him as “a man sent from God.”  John wants us to

understand that the Bap�st has a speci5c God-given role to play.  What the

Bap�st will do is not some foolish nonsense that he has dreamed up on his own.

No, in the Bap�st we should recognize the hand of God as He con�nues working

out His plan which was set in place before the founda�on of the world.  John

came “to bear  witness about the light,  that  all  might believe through him.”

John goes on to repeat that the world would not recognize Him.  Remember

that  the  word  believe is  important to John.   Did you no�ce it  here?  Keep

watching for it!

27  Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to

eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father

has set his seal." 28 Then they said to him, "What must we do, to be doing the

works of God?" 29  Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God, that you

believe in him whom he has sent." (Jn. 6:27-29 ESV)

Do you recognize Him as He is moving in your life and in your world?  He’s

always  there but we can get caught up in our daily circumstances and miss the

small details of His working.  How many �mes have I, in my life, been going

along day a"er day un�l something bigger than usual occurs and I’m reminded

that He’s working. At �mes like that, God stops me in my tracks and lets me see

the small details He’s been working through.  One of my goals is to become

more and more sensi�ve to the work of God in my life.  I want to see, daily, what

He’s doing; to be more aware of His presence with me.  For me, that is not a

simple task.  What about you?

Week 1: John 1:1-2:25 4



April 3 Morning Reading

12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right

to become children of God, 13  who were born, not of blood nor of the will of

the ?esh nor of the will of man, but of God.  14 And the Word became ?esh and

dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the

Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out,

"This  was  he  of  whom I  said,  'He  who comes  aAer  me ranks  before  me,

because he was before me.'") 16  For from his fullness we have all  received,

grace upon grace. (Jn. 1:12-16 ESV)

Now John puts his theology cap on again.  It is by believing, that is, through

faith that God gives us “the right to become children of God.”  He goes on to say

that this is the will of God!  Because it is God’s will that faith should be enough

for us to be redeemed, Jesus had to take on Kesh.  The primary purpose of Jesus

becoming human is so that He might die in our place.  Of course He did more

than just die but His death is the most signi5cant event in history.  The eternal

fate of all those who believe is changed because he dared to die in our place!

The Bap�st recognizes the importance of the Christ in God’s plan.  That’s why he

says, “’He who comes a"er me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”

Here is yet another veiled image of the deity of the Christ.  He was before John –

in fact He has always existed with the Father – who is the eternal God!

5 Week 1: John 1:1-2:25



Evening Reading April 3

 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus

Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side,

he has made him known. (Jn. 1:17-18 ESV)

Here John di eren�ates between God’s Law and God’s Grace.  The NT is replete

with references to the holiness of God.  In the NT we 5nd that we too must be a

holy people.

14  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former

ignorance, 15  but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all  your

conduct, 16 since it is wri�en, "You shall be holy, for I am holy." (1 Pet. 1:14-16

ESV)

In Christ our sin is forgiven.  It’s not that our sin has disappeared.  Rather it has

been atoned for.  We will no longer be forced to pay the price of our sin.  The

Law remains, but we are no longer under it’s curse!  We will not be required to

pay the price that the Laws demands.  Christ has paid that price for us.  Jesus

said Himself that He had not come to destroy but to ful5ll it.  

17  "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have

not come to abolish them but to fulFll them. (Ma$. 5:17 ESV)

So the Law remains BUT by grace and through faith we have been released

from the  curse  that  the  Law alone  would  bring  upon us!   In  Jesus  and His

sacri5ce of Himself we see the incredible grace and mercy of the Father!  In

Christ the righteous demands of the Law have been met!  By loving us to the

point that He was willing and did die in our place, Jesus has made known the

incredible love that the Father has for us.

Week 1: John 1:1-2:25 6



April 4 Morning Reading

19  And this is the tes�mony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites

from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" 20 He confessed, and did not deny,

but confessed, "I am not the Christ." 21 And they asked him, "What then? Are

you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered,

"No." 22  So they said to him, "Who are you? We need to give an answer to

those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" 23  He said, "I am the

voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,'

as the prophet Isaiah said." 24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25

They asked him, "Then why are you bap�zing, if you are neither the Christ,

nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 26  John answered them, "I bap�ze with water,

but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he who comes aAer me,

the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to un�e." 28 These things took place

in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was bap�zing. (Jn. 1:19-28 ESV)

The gospel writer uses this discussion between the Bap�st and the priests and

Levites to further his point  about who Jesus is.  As great as the Bap�st is and as

important as his mission is,  yet, by comparison,  the Bap�st is not worthy to

un�e Jesus’ sandals.  Here we also see John’s 5rst hint concerning the bap�sm

with the Holy Spirit which would occur only a"er Jesus’ death, resurrec�on and

ascension.

When  the  Bap�st  described  himself  as  “the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the

wilderness, he was quo�ng from Isaiah.

3 A voice cries: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight

in the desert a highway for our God. (Isa. 40:3 ESV)

No�ce in Isa 40:3 it says, “prepare the way of the LORD.”  The capitals of LORD

are an indica�on that here the Hebrew text had Yahweh – name of God that the

Jews  would  neither  write  nor  pronounce.   So  the  Bap�st  is  the  one  who

announced the coming of Yahweh to His people.  Note also how Isaiah goes on

to say that the Bap�st’s role was “to make straight in the desert a highway for

our  God.”   So  here  we 5nd yet  another  place in  John’s  gospel  where  he  is

declaring Jesus’ deity.  But if you don’t know the OT well, you just might miss it!

7 Week 1: John 1:1-2:25



Evening Evening April 4

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb

of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, 'AAer

me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.' 31 I myself

did not know him, but for this purpose I came bap�zing with water, that he

might  be  revealed  to  Israel." 32  And  John  bore  witness:  "I  saw  the  Spirit

descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33  I myself did not

know him, but he who sent me to bap�ze with water said to me, 'He on

whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who bap�zes with the

Holy Spirit.' 34  And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of

God." (Jn. 1:29-34 ESV)

No�ce in v. 31 how the Bap�st admits that he would not have recognized Jesus

except that it had been revealed to him that he would see the Spirit descend as

a  dove  upon  the  Christ.   So  there  was  nothing  extraordinary  about  Jesus’

appearance that would indicate who He was. He looked more or less like every

other human being.  On your own, trus�ng only in your 5ve natural senses to

observe the world, there is nothing about Jesus that points Him out as being

special.   But the Spirit  of God can and does point all  people to Jesus as the

savior of the world.  Your physical a4ributes may be of li4le value in 5nding

your place and purpose in life.  But the Spirit of God is always working to point

people to Jesus.  Pray that God would use you as a vehicle through whom the

Spirit might speak to others that they too might come to saving faith in Jesus!

Week 1: John 1:1-2:25 8



April 5 Morning Reading

35  The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples,  36  and he

looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!"  37  The

two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and

saw them following and said to them, "What are you seeking?" And they said

to him, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are you staying?" 39 He said to

them, "Come and you will see." So they came and saw where he was staying,

and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. (Jn. 1:35-

39 ESV

John tells us here about two of the Bap�st’s disciples who leave John and begin

to follow a"er Jesus when the Bap�st points Jesus out as “the Lamb of God.”

The role for the Bap�st is drawing to a close.  His purpose was to point out who

Jesus was.  With that role completed he begins to fade into the background – as

he should.

29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom,

who  stands  and  hears  him,  rejoices  greatly  at  the  bridegroom's  voice.

Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30  He must increase, but I must

decrease." (Jn. 3:29-30 ESV)

Be like the Bap�st.  Point out the Christ through your lifestyle- your words and

deeds and then humbly get out of the way.  Do and say what you ought to do

and say.  Then remove yourself that God might achieve His purposes in the lives

of those around you.

9 Week 1: John 1:1-2:25



Evening Reading  April 5

40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, 

Simon Peter's brother. 41 He Frst found his own brother Simon and said to him,

"We have found the Messiah" (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to 

Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon the son of John. You shall 

be called Cephas" (which means Peter). 43 The next day Jesus decided to go to 

Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, "Follow me." 44 Now Philip was from 

Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. (Jn. 1:40-44 ESV)

John now turns his a4en�on to introducing Jesus’ disciples who will become the

apostles.   Consider  Andrew’s  remark  in  v.  41.   He  has  only  recently  been

introduced  to  Jesus  and yet  he  immediately  seems to  know that  He is  the

Messiah.  Jesus renames Simon as Peter – the Rock.  Why does Jesus give him

such a name?  Probably because Jesus knows the faith that Peter will  have.

Peter  will  have  his  issues  as  we’ll  see  later  in  this  gospel,  but  he  will  also

demonstrate great faith in Jesus.

15  He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16  Simon Peter replied,

"You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17  And Jesus answered him,

"Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For ?esh and blood has not revealed this

to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on

this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against

it. (Ma$. 16:15-18 ESV)

Week 1: John 1:1-2:25 10



April 6 Morning Reading

17  Then Daniel went to his house and made the ma$er known to Hananiah,

Mishael, and Azariah, his companions, 18  and told them to seek mercy from

the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his companions

might not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. (Dan. 2:17-

18 ESV)

Next, Daniel 5nds his trusted friends and asks them to pray with him about the

situa�on they  are  now facing.   Having  appeased the  king  for  the  moment,

Daniel sets about 5nding the necessary solu�on.  He does that by praying and

asking other like-minded believers to pray with him!

11 Week 1: John 1:1-2:25



Evening Reading April 6

45  Philip found Nathanael  and said to  him, "We have found him of  whom

Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of

Joseph." 46 Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?"

Philip said to him, "Come and see." 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him

and said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!"  48

Nathanael said to him, "How do you know me?" Jesus answered him, "Before

Philip called you, when you were under the Fg tree, I saw you."  49  Nathanael

answered him, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!"  50

Jesus answered him, "Because I said to you, 'I saw you under the Fg tree,' do

you believe? You will see greater things than these." 51  And he said to him,

"Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God

ascending and descending on the Son of Man." (Jn. 1:45-51 ESV)

The 5rst chapter concludes with the names of a few more disciples.  No�ce in v.

48 Jesus  tells  Nathanael  where he was and what he was doing when Philip

found him.  Nathanael is amazed at Jesus’ words and responds by naming Jesus

as “the Son of God.”  Jesus responds that, as Nathanael follows Him, he will see

far greater displays of Jesus’ power and majesty.

I think that we too would see far greater displays of Jesus’ power and majesty if

would learn, in faith, to expect Him to do so.

Week 1: John 1:1-2:25 12



April 7 Morning Reading

1 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of

Jesus was there. 2  Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3

When the wine ran out,  the mother  of  Jesus  said  to  him,  "They have no

wine." 4  And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does this have to do with me?

My hour has not yet come." (Jn. 2:1-4 ESV)

The second chapter begins with the story of Jesus and His mother a4ending a

wedding.  John quickly gets to the point.  In v. 2 John tells us what Mary said to

Jesus when the wine ran out, “They have no wine.”  There is more going on here

than meets the eye.  Jesus is now about 30 years old.  At this age, the typical

male should be out on his own doing what he knows he should do.  Mary, more

than anyone, knows how unique and special Jesus is.  What she is really saying

to Jesus is that it’s �me for Him to set out on the path that the Father has for

Him.  Jesus response is, “what does this have to do with me?”  Jesus certainly

knows who He is by this �me.  He knows what He must do.  He knows the pain

and su ering that await Him. Because He knows scripture so well, He probably

also knows  that  once His  ministry  begins,  He’ll  have roughly  three years  of

ministering before His cruci5xion comes to pass.  I don’t think He’s in any hurry

to get going.  Have you ever known that there is something that you must do

that will be very costly to you?  I have.  In �mes like that, it brought me comfort

to  know  that  while  I’d  have  to  do  it  eventually,  I  didn’t  have  to  do  it

immediately.  There was s�ll �me that I could put it o  for a while anyway.  I

think that’s a very human response and, as scripture tells us, Jesus was fully

human.

What about you?  When have you known that you needed to do something

hard?  How did you deal with it?

13 Week 1: John 1:1-2:25



Evening Reading April 7

 His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." (Jn. 2:5 ESV)

Mary doesn’t argue with Jesus.  Rather she sets the stage so that Jesus will do

what both she and Jesus know He should do.  They both know it’s �me for Jesus’

ministry to begin.  As the next few verses show, Jesus accepts the challenge and

performs the miracle that ini�ates His public ministry.

Week 1: John 1:1-2:25 14



April 8 Morning Reading

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of puriFca�on,

each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars

with water." And they Flled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, "Now

draw some out and take it to the master of the feast." So they took it. 9 When

the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know

where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew),

the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10  and said to him, "Everyone

serves the good wine Frst, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor

wine. But you have kept the good wine un�l now." 11 This, the Frst of his signs,

Jesus  did  at  Cana  in  Galilee,  and  manifested  his  glory.  And  his  disciples

believed in him. (Jn. 2:6-11 ESV)

Jesus works His 5rst miracle.  The master of ceremonies no�ces that this wine,

brought out last, is be4er than what was served 5rst.  The MC has no idea what

is happening around him, but he does know that something unusual is afoot.

That’s  how  the  world  responds  to  God’s  ac�vity  in  the  world.   They  don’t

understand the signi5cance of what is happening but they do understand that

something unusual  is  going on.   Healthy human beings  do not want to die.

Jesus,  in  addi�on to being the equal  of  God the Father,  was also a healthy

human being.  He did not want to die.  But, as a human being, He chose to

submit  Himself  to  the  Father’s  will  rather  than  force  His  own  will  on  His

circumstances.  Some�mes doing God’s will can be very di�cult.  You may not

want to do God’s will for you.  That’s ok.  You don’t have to want to do God’s

will.  He will never force His will upon you. But if you want to 5nd true joy in life,

if you want to be the person that God wants you to be, then YOU DO HAVE TO

DO GOD’S WILL.

41  And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and

prayed, 42  saying,  "Father,  if  you  are  willing,  remove  this  cup  from  me.

Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done." (Lk. 22:41-42 ESV)
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Evening Reading April 8

12  AAer this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his brothers

and his disciples, and they stayed there for a few days. 13 The Passover of the

Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found

those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers

siLng there. 15  And making a whip of cords,  he drove them all  out of  the

temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-

changers  and  overturned  their  tables. 16  And  he  told  those  who sold  the

pigeons, "Take these things away; do not make my Father's house a house of

trade." 17  His disciples remembered that it was wri$en, "Zeal for your house

will consume me." (Jn. 2:12-17 ESV)

Here we 5nd an example where John’s chronology of events di ers from the

synop�cs.  John places Jesus’ cleansing of the temple here at the beginning of

Jesus’  ministry.   The  synop�c  writers  place  this  story  near  the  end  of  their

gospels a"er Jesus has made His triumphal entry into Jerusalem and just before

His cruci5xion.  What, do you think, might have mo�vated John to include this

story here rather than at the end of his gospel like the other writers did?  A"er

telling the story, John concludes by ci�ng the book of Psalms.

9 For zeal for your house has consumed me, and the reproaches of those who

reproach you have fallen on me. (Ps. 69:9 ESV)

Perhaps the fact that John quotes the book of Psalms provides a clue to help us

understand the point John is trying to make.
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April 9 Morning Reading

18 So the Jews said to him, "What sign do you show us for doing these things?"
19 Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it

up." 20  The Jews then said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple,

and will  you raise it  up in  three days?" 21  But  he was speaking about  the

temple  of  his  body. 22  When  therefore  he  was  raised  from  the  dead,  his

disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture

and the word that Jesus had spoken. 23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the

Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he

was doing. (Jn. 2:18-23 ESV)

No ma4er what or how much proof  Jesus o ered about Himself,  the Jewish

leaders always asked for more.  When they ask for a sign here in v.  18, He

replies that when the temple was destroyed, He would rebuild it in three days.

They thought He was talking about the Temple building.  But John, the gospel

writer, lets us in on a secret – Jesus was really talking about His body!  V. 22

provides  the  point  of  all  this.   When  Jesus  was  raised  from the  dead  they

remembered His words here and so this story rea�rms their faith – “and they

believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.  Time and again

John brings us back to the importance of believing!  Take another look at v. 23.
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Evening Reading April 9

24  But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all

people 25 and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew

what was in man. (Jn. 2:24-25 ESV)

As chapter two comes to a close, John gives us a clue about Jesus’ thinking.

Again Jesus humanity rises to the fore in these two verses.  Imagine how lonely

He must have felt every day as He went through His ministry knowing how He

would  have  to  surrender  Himself  totally  for  others  and  at  the  same  �me

knowing that there was no one who could possibly understand what He was

doing!  His love for us is all the more amazing when seen in the light of our

failure and indi erence.

9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only

Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10  In this is love, not

that  we have loved God but  that  he loved us  and sent his  Son to be the

propi�a�on for our sins. (1 Jn. 4:9-10 ESV)
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April 10 Morning Reading

1  Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the

Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that

you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do

unless God is  with  him." 3  Jesus answered him,  "Truly,  truly,  I  say to  you,

unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God."  4 Nicodemus said

to him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second �me

into his mother's womb and be born?" 5 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to

you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom

of God. 6 That which is born of the ?esh is ?esh, and that which is born of the

Spirit is spirit. (Jn. 3:1-6 ESV)

Nicodemus greets Jesus in v. 2.  He calls Him a rabbi and a man “come from

God.”   Nicodemus is  a  well  respected Pharisee and he’s  probably expec�ng

Jesus to respond with a similar honoring gree�ng.  But that’s not what Jesus

does.   Rather  He  bluntly  tells  Nicodemus  that  he  needs  to  be  born  again.

Nicodemus is confused by this comment.  Jesus goes on to add that one must be

born  of  the  water  (probably  some connec�on  with  physical  birth  or  maybe

water bap�sm) and the Spirit.  The idea of being born of the Spirit would be very

foreign  to  Nicodemus.   Being  a  good  Pharisee,  Nicodemus  would  be  very

familiar with the arguments and interpreta�ons of his forebears.  Their way of

dealing with scripture was very regimented.  There was not a lot of room for a

movement  of  the  Spirit.  Nicodemus  comes  from  the  upper  crust  of  Jewish

society.  Nicodemus is interested in what Jesus is saying and doing but he does

not want anyone to know about that (hence his  coming to 5nd Jesus under

cover of the night).  Jesus’  gree�ng to Nicodemus is close to being rude.  Jesus

understands  Nicodemus’  mindset.   He  knows  that  He  will  have  to  knock

Nicodemus o  his high horse if He wants to make him a believer.  Jesus wants to

save souls.  If that goal can best be reached with kindness and gentleness then

He  will  be  kind  and  gentle.   If  His  goal  can  best  be  achieved  by  being

confronta�onal then He will confront and challenge.  Always He is looking to

bring people to repentance and faith – whatever it takes to reach the Father’s

goal He will do!

Have there been �mes in your life when the Spirit gently moved upon you to

point you in the direc�on He wanted you to go?   Have there been �mes when

He has not spared any punches to show you God’s will for you?  I believe that

the Spirit would rather work with me in a kind and gentle way.  But I know that I

can be hard-headed and stubborn.  When I am, He loves me enough to face me

down and lead me forward.  How about you?
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Evening Reading April 10

7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'  8 The wind blows

where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes

from or where it goes.  So it is with everyone who is  born of the Spirit." 9

Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?" 10  Jesus answered him,

"Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things?  11

Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what

we have seen,  but  you do not receive our  tes�mony. 12  If  I  have told you

earthly  things  and  you  do  not  believe,  how  can  you  believe  if  I  tell  you

heavenly things? (Jn. 3:7-12 ESV)

Nicodemus  knows  a  well  regimented way of  understanding and interpre�ng

scripture.  Jesus wants him to learn that while God can and does work in those

ways, God is also capable of working more freely through the Spirit.  That’s why

Jesus  tells  Nicodemus  the  metaphor  about  the  wind.   We all  recognize  the

power of the wind but we don’t know where it comes from or goes to.  God’s

ways can at �mes be very recognizable and at other �mes they can be very

mysterious.  Nicodemus wants to put God in his li4le box.  He wants God to act

always in ways that are predictable and expectable.  But God won’t 5t in that or

any other box!   If  Nicodemus is going to come to saving faith,  he must 5rst

realize who God is and who he himself is.  Jesus is willing to get right in his face

to help him learn those lessons.

Where are you in your walk with Jesus?  Are you s�ll trying to 5t Him into a box?

When you come to see that one box is too small, do you simply make a bigger

box or do you get rid of all the boxes?
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April 11 Morning Evening

13  No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven,

the Son of Man. 14  And as Moses liAed up the serpent in the wilderness, so

must the Son of Man be liAed up, 15  that whoever believes in him may have

eternal life. 16  "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that

whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  17 For God did

not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the

world  might  be  saved  through  him. 18  Whoever  believes  in  him  is  not

condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he

has  not  believed  in  the  name  of  the  only  Son  of  God. 19  And  this  is  the

judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness

rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does

wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works

should be exposed. 21  But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so

that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God." (Jn.

3:13-21 ESV)

In these verses, Jesus gives Nicodemus the gospel message.  In v. 13, He tells

Nicodemus who He is – the Son of Man.  In v. 14 He reminds Nicodemus of an

OT story about redemp�on that foreshadows the cruci5xion.  (See Num. 21:6-9)

In v. 15, He tells Nicodemus that people are saved and gain eternal life through

faith in Him.  In v. 16 we have perhaps the best known verse of all scripture.  In

v.  17  Jesus  tells  Nicodemus  why  God  sent  His  Son  into  the  world  –  not  to

condemn the world but rather to o er salva�on to the world.  In v. 18 Jesus says

that belief  in  Him brings  salva�on.   The one who fails  to  believe is  already

condemned.  In v. 19 Jesus goes on to explain that although God has sent His

Son, the light, into the world, people prefer to hide in the darkness because they

are evil.  In v. 20 He says that evil people like the darkness because they think it

will hide their sin.  In v. 21 He concludes by telling Nicodemus  that righteous

people come to the light so that it  can be seen that their  works have been

carried out in God.  Jesus wants Nicodemus to see that this gospel message is

what underlies all the laws and teaching of the OT.  Nicodemus and his peers

strained at the OT teachings, hanging on every word, but they had also missed

the mercy and love of  God and fellow man that serve as the founda�on of

everything found in the OT.

24 You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel! (Ma$. 23:24

ESV)
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22  AAer this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he

remained there with them and was bap�zing. 23  John also was bap�zing at

Aenon  near  Salim,  because  water  was  plen�ful  there,  and  people  were

coming and being bap�zed 24 (for John had not yet been put in prison). 25 Now

a  discussion  arose  between  some  of  John's  disciples  and  a  Jew  over

puriFca�on. 26  And they came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, he who was

with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness-- look, he is bap�zing,

and all are going to him." 27  John answered, "A person cannot receive even

one  thing  unless  it  is  given  him  from  heaven. 28  You  yourselves  bear  me

witness, that I said, 'I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.'  29

The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom,

who  stands  and  hears  him,  rejoices  greatly  at  the  bridegroom's  voice.

Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30  He must increase, but I must

decrease." 31  He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth

belongs  to  the  earth  and  speaks  in  an  earthly  way.  He  who comes  from

heaven is above all. 32 He bears witness to what he has seen and heard, yet no

one receives his tes�mony. 33  Whoever receives his tes�mony sets his seal to

this, that God is true. 34  For he whom God has sent u$ers the words of God,

for he gives the Spirit without measure. 35  The Father loves the Son and has

given all things into his hand. 36  Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life;

whoever  does  not  obey  the  Son  shall  not  see  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God

remains on him. (Jn. 3:22-36 ESV)

The  story  returns  back  to  the  Bap�st.   When  his  disciples  point  out  that

everyone is now going out to see Jesus, the Bap�st says that his �me is over.  He

had a role to play and he played it out to the best of his abili�es.  But now his

work is done and so, “He must increase, but I  must decrease.”   The Bap�st

knows his place.  His humility is admirable and something we should all seek to

mimic.  Note v. 36 where the importance of belief is once again brought to the

fore.   Note also how in this  verse,  the  opposite  of  belief  is  not unbelief  but

rather disobedience.
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1 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making

and  bap�zing  more  disciples  than  John 2  (although  Jesus  himself  did  not

bap�ze, but only his disciples), 3 he leA Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4

And he had to pass through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of Samaria called

Sychar, near the Feld that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.  6 Jacob's well was

there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was siLng beside the

well. It was about the sixth hour. (Jn. 4:1-6 ESV)

The scene shi"s and we 5nd Jesus leaving Judea and heading for Galilee.  Note

v. 4 where we’re told, “he had to pass through Samaria.”  Judea and Samaria

both lie on the west side of the Jordan river.  The shortest path from Judea to

Galilee  would  run  through  Samaria.   But,  because  the  Jews  so  hated  the

Samaritans, it was their custom to take a longer route.  So to go from Judea to

Galilee a Jew would go east across the Jordan, then north passing to the east of

Samaria and then cross the Jordan again and head north to Galilee.  So Jesus

did not have to go through Samaria because that was the only way.  In fact, the

route that crossed the Jordan to avoid Samaria was a much more popular route.

Jews avoid  Samaritans  and vice  versa.   So  if  Jesus  really  did have “to  pass

through Samaria,” it  was not because there was no other route.  Rather He

knew that the Spirit  had arranged a mee�ng with a woman near a well  in

Samaria.

Forty years ago, I had a friend, Ken, who traveled cross town daily to work while

he was a student at seminary.  He passed a small diner twice – once going to

and once returning from work.  Ken used to say to himself, “one day I’m going to

stop in there to try their food.”  He never did un�l one day He sensed the Spirit

prodding him to stop in for a cup of co ee on the way home from work.  As he

went in, he no�ced that the diner was empty.  There was only a young woman

working the counter and a cook in the back.  As he ordered his co ee he no�ced

that the woman seemed to be upset.  He struck up a conversa�on with her.  She

had been going through some rough �mes and friends had been talking with

her about the Lord.  That evening Ken had the great pleasure of leading that

young woman to the Lord!

Have you ever  had a similar  experience?  Do you listen,  as  Ken did,  to  the

promp�ng of the Spirit and allow Him to interrupt you on your daily travels and

set up an unexpected appointment for you?
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7  A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a

drink." 8  (For his  disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.)  9  The

Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from

me, a woman of Samaria?" (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10

Jesus answered her, "If you knew the giA of God, and who it is that is saying

to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given

you living water." 11  The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw

water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water?  12  Are

you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well  and drank from it

himself, as did his sons and his livestock." 13  Jesus said to her, "Everyone who

drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14  but whoever drinks of the water

that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him

will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."  15 The woman

said to him, "Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to

come here to draw water." (Jn. 4:7-15 ESV)

As we work our way through these verses keep in mind the earlier conversa�on

in chapter 3 between Jesus and Nicodemus.  In v. 1, Jesus asks for a drink.  In v.

3,  the  woman  reminds  Jesus  of  proper  protocol  –  Jews  avoid  Samaritans

(especially unaccompanied females!) and Samaritans avoid Jews.  Jesus tells her

that if she knew God’s gi" then she’d ask Him and He’d give her living water.

She asks Him how He’ll get this water since He has no way to get water from

the well.  He says that if she would drink the water He has, then she’d never be

thirsty again.  Stop for a moment and consider this situa�on from the woman’s

point of view.  She’s gone to the well in the heat of the day to get water.  All the

other  women would go later  in the day when it  was cooler.   She’s  gone at

noon�me to avoid them.  She 5nds a Jewish man there.  Jews never go to or

even through Samaria.  She lets Him know He does not belong there.  He tells

her that if she should drink some of His water (which He has no way to get any

water!) then she’d never be thirsty again!  What would you be thinking if you

were in her shoes?  This guy is totally crazy!

But He’s not crazy at all.  She has been broken down by the di�cul�es of her life.

She avoids people because they shame and hurt her.  So Jesus plays the role of a

harmless fool – His goal is to draw her out, to get her to talk.  She buys into this

scenario in v. 15 when she asks Jesus for some of His water.  Of course she has

no idea of what is about to happen, but Jesus has brought her to the point

where she will be open and honest with Him – He has prepared her to hear the

gospel!
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16  Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." 17  The woman

answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying,

'I have no husband'; 18  for you have had Fve husbands, and the one you now

have is not your husband. What you have said is true." 19  The woman said to

him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20  Our fathers worshiped on this

mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to

worship." 21  Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22  You

worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salva�on is

from the Jews. 23  But the hour is coming,  and is now here, when the true

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking

such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must

worship in spirit and truth." 25 The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is

coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things."  26

Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he." (Jn. 4:16-26 ESV)

Now that she is willing to speak with Him, He reveals Himself to her.  He tells her

to get her husband.  She replies that she has no husband.  Jesus says that she

truly has no husband but she’s had 5ve husbands and the man she lives with

now is not her husband.  She is amazed and recognizes the power of God at

work in Jesus – she recognizes Him as a prophet.  Immediately she asks the

theological  ques�ons  that  trouble  her  and  many  other  Samaritans.   Who’s

correct – you Jews or we Samaritans?  Should God be worshiped in Samaria or

in Jerusalem?  Jesus avoids the geographical ques�ons and cuts to the heart of

the ma4er, God must be worshiped “in spirit and in truth.”  She says that she’s

sure the Messiah will answer her ques�ons when He comes.  Jesus answers her,

“I who speak to you am he.”

Compare the way she responded to Jesus’  revela�on of  Himself  to  her with

Nicodemus response.  Nicodemus is from the highest echelon in Jewish society.

This woman is from one of the, if not the, lowest in Samaria.  It is true that

worldly wealth is an obstacle to receiving the gospel.

 Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, "How diNcult it is for those who

have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 25  For it is easier for a camel to go

through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of

God." 26  Those who heard it said, "Then who can be saved?" 27  But he said,

"What is impossible with man is possible with God." (Lk. 18:24-27 ESV)

How strong a grip does your wealth have on you?
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27 Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a

woman, but no one said, "What do you seek?" or, "Why are you talking with

her?" 28 So the woman leA her water jar and went away into town and said to

the people, 29  "Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be

the  Christ?" 30  They  went  out  of  the  town  and  were  coming  to  him. 31

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, "Rabbi, eat." 32  But he said

to them, "I have food to eat that you do not know about." 33  So the disciples

said to one another, "Has anyone brought him something to eat?" 34 Jesus said

to them, "My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his

work. 35 Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, then comes the harvest'?

Look, I tell you, liA up your eyes, and see that the Felds are white for harvest.
36 Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal

life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds

true, 'One sows and another reaps.' 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did

not  labor.  Others  have labored,  and you have entered into their  labor." 39

Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's

tes�mony, "He told me all that I ever did." 40 So when the Samaritans came to

him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41  And

many more believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, "It is no

longer  because  of  what  you  said  that  we believe,  for  we have  heard  for

ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world." (Jn. 4:27-

42 ESV)

When the disciples return and 5nd Jesus talking with a Samaritan woman they

immediately become concerned for His reputa�on.  He makes it plain to them

that  nothing  will  get  in  His  way  to  prevent  Him from spreading the  gospel

message.  The 5eld is ripe for harvest!  We need more workers!  The woman

goes back to town, to the people she used to hide from and tells them about

Jesus.  No�ce v. 39, “Many Samaritans from that town believed in him.”  Also

note v. 41, “many more believed because of His word.”
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43 AAer the two days he departed for Galilee. 44 (For Jesus himself had tes�Fed

that a prophet has no honor in his own hometown.) 45  So when he came to

Galilee,  the Galileans welcomed him, having seen all  that he had done in

Jerusalem at the feast. For they too had gone to the feast. 46 So he came again

to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at Capernaum

there was an oNcial whose son was ill. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had

come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and

heal his son, for he was at the point of death. 48 So Jesus said to him, "Unless

you see signs and wonders you will not believe." 49  The oNcial said to him,

"Sir, come down before my child dies." 50 Jesus said to him, "Go; your son will

live." The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his

way. 51 As he was going down, his servants met him and told him that his son

was recovering. 52 So he asked them the hour when he began to get be$er, and

they said to him, "Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever leA him." 53  The

father knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to him, "Your son will

live." And he himself  believed, and all  his  household.  54  This  was now the

second sign that Jesus did when he had come from Judea to Galilee. (Jn. 4:43-

54 ESV)

Jesus con�nues the trip from Judea to Galilee.  He meets a man who asks Jesus

to come to his house to heal  his ailing son.  Jesus tells him to go home; He

assures him that his son will live.  When the man meets some of his servants,

they tell him that his son is healing.  He asks when the boy started to recover.

When they answer the father realizes that it was at the very hour that Jesus had

told him his son would live.  John goes on to write, “And he himself believed, and

all his household.”  John reinforces the idea again and again, we must believe!

6  And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw

near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek

him. (Heb. 11:6 ESV)
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1  AAer this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2

Now  there  is  in  Jerusalem  by  the  Sheep  Gate  a  pool,  in  Aramaic  called

Bethesda,  which has  Fve  roofed  colonnades. 3  In  these  lay  a  mul�tude of

invalids-- blind, lame, and paralyzed. 4   5 One man was there who had been an

invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that

he had already been there a long �me, he said to him, "Do you want to be

healed?" 7 The sick man answered him, "Sir, I have no one to put me into the

pool when the water is s�rred up, and while I am going another steps down

before me." 8 Jesus said to him, "Get up, take up your bed, and walk." 9 And at

once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked. Now that day

was the Sabbath. 10  So the Jews said to the man who had been healed, "It is

the  Sabbath,  and it  is  not  lawful  for  you  to  take  up  your  bed."  11  But  he

answered them, "The man who healed me, that man said to me, 'Take up

your bed, and walk.'" 12  They asked him, "Who is the man who said to you,

'Take up your bed and walk'?" (Jn. 5:1-12 ESV)

Chapter 5 opens with the story of a lame man whom Jesus heals.  The story is

really  more  about  the  response  that  the  Jews  make  to  the  fact  that  Jesus

performs this miracle on the Sabbath.  The Jews tell the man that it is against

the law for him to carry his bed on the Sabbath.  They ask him who it was that

told him to “Take up your bed and walk.”  No�ce how these Jews who ques�on

the healed man don’t want to talk about the miracle of his healing.  All they

want is evidence that they can use to accuse Jesus of breaking the law.  Their

cold hearts keep them from being able to see the mercy of God working through

Jesus.  They see but they don’t understand.

14 Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulFlled that says: "'"You will

indeed  hear  but  never  understand,  and  you  will  indeed  see  but  never

perceive." 15  For this people's heart has grown dull, and with their ears they

can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with

their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn,

and I would heal them.' 16  But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your

ears, for they hear. (Ma$. 13:14-16 ESV)

How well are your eyes and ears working today?
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13 Now the man who had been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had

withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. 14 AAerward Jesus found him in

the temple and said to him, "See, you are well!  Sin no more, that nothing

worse may happen to you." 15  The man went away and told the Jews that it

was Jesus who had healed him. 16 And this was why the Jews were persecu�ng

Jesus,  because  he  was  doing  these  things  on  the  Sabbath. 17  But  Jesus

answered them, "My Father is working un�l now, and I am working." 18  This

was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was

he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making

himself equal with God. (Jn. 5:13-18 ESV)

The  healed  man  tells  the  Jews  that  he  doesn’t  know  who  healed  him.

Apparently, he wasn’t too concerned about who had worked this miracle for him

since he let Jesus get away from him without 5rst 5nding out who He was.

Later, it’s Jesus who 5nds him.  Jesus warns him to avoid sinning lest he should

end up in a worse condi�on than he was in before.  Instead of expressing thanks

to Jesus, this man instead goes to the Jews and tells them that it is Jesus who

has healed him.  The picture John paints of this man is that of a sel5sh ingrate.

Jesus asserts His rela�onship to the Father in v. 17.  In v. 18 John makes it plain

what Jesus meant when He said that God was His Father.  Jesus meant that He

was equal to God!
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Evening Reading April 15

19  So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of

his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the

Father does, that the Son does likewise. 20  For the Father loves the Son and

shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater works than these will he

show him, so that you may marvel. 21  For as the Father raises the dead and

gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will.  22  For the Father

judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the

Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not

honor the Father who sent him. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my

word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into

judgment, but has passed from death to life. 25  "Truly, truly, I say to you, an

hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son

of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so

he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27  And he has given him

authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel

at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice
29  and come out, those who have done good to the resurrec�on of life, and

those who have done evil to the resurrec�on of judgment.  30 "I can do nothing

on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek not my

own will but the will  of him who sent me. 31  If  I alone bear witness about

myself, my tes�mony is not true. 32 There is another who bears witness about

me, and I know that the tes�mony that he bears about me is true. (Jn. 5:19-32

ESV)

John con�nues o ering more proof of Jesus’ deity.  In v. 19 & 20, he writes that

Jesus does only those things that the Father does.  Because the Father loves the

Son, He will show Him even greater things to do.  In v. 21 he writes that both the

Father and the Son have the power to make the dead live.  In v. 22 & 23, John

writes that the Father has given all judgment to the Son so that all will honor

the Son as they honor the Father.  He restates this idea saying that if you don’t

honor the Son then you are not honoring the Father.  Then in v. 24, John writes

that to believe in Jesus is to have eternal life.  In v. 26 John writes that both the

Father  and  the  Son  have  life  within  them.   John  con�nues  on  here

demonstra�ng  that  because  they  do  the  same  things  and  have  the  same

capabili�es and desires, the Father and the Son are equal.  John wants to do

much more than simply say Jesus is God.  He is pain�ng a picture of two dis�nct

persons with one divine will – one divine essence.
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33  You sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 34  Not that the

tes�mony that I receive is from man, but I say these things so that you may be

saved. 35  He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice

for a while in his light. 36 But the tes�mony that I have is greater than that of

John. For the works that the Father has given me to accomplish,  the very

works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father has sent me. 37

And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice

you have never heard, his form you have never seen, 38  and you do not have

his word abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent.  39

You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal

life; and it is they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me

that you may have life. 41 I do not receive glory from people. 42 But I know that

you do not have the love of God within you. 43  I have come in my Father's

name, and you do not receive me. If another comes in his own name, you will

receive him. 44 How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another

and do not seek the glory that comes from the only God? 45 Do not think that I

will accuse you to the Father. There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom

you have set your hope. 46  For if you believed Moses, you would believe me;

for he wrote of me. 47  But if  you do not believe his wri�ngs, how will you

believe my words?" (Jn. 5:33-47 ESV)

John con�nues Jesus’ words about who He is.  Jesus’ iden�ty is bound up with

the Father’s iden�ty.  Note v. 39 where Jesus says that the Jews searched the

scriptures to 5nd eternal life therein.  Jesus says that those very scriptures bear

witness to Him, but the Jewish leadership refused to come to Jesus to 5nd life in

Him.  Jesus tells them that their problem is that they don’t have the love of God

in them.  He came in the Father’s name but they would not receive Him.  He

says they put their trust in ordinary men but not in the Son of God.  Jesus tells

them that He won’t accuse them.  Rather it’s Moses who accuses them.  What

Jesus is saying is that they are depending on their own ability to keep the whole

law for their salva�on.  Moses also said that the law had to be kept perfectly all

the �me.  So Jesus tells them that they stand accused not by Him but rather by

Moses.

The Jewish leaders studied long and hard to understand the Law.  Most of them

were mo�vated by a love for God.  But by approaching scripture in the way they

did, they painted themselves into a corner.   The Law became the overriding

element.   Grace and mercy were wrongly pushed out of the picture.
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1  AAer this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is

the Sea of Tiberias. 2  And a large crowd was following him, because they saw

the signs that he was doing on the sick. 3 Jesus went up on the mountain, and

there he sat down with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews,

was at hand. 5  LiAing up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was

coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread, so that

these people may eat?" 6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he

would do. 7 Philip answered him, "Two hundred denarii worth of bread would

not be enough for each of them to get a li$le."  8 One of his disciples, Andrew,

Simon Peter's brother, said to him, 9 "There is a boy here who has Fve barley

loaves and two Fsh, but what are they for so many?" 10  Jesus said, "Have the

people sit down." Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat

down, about Fve thousand in number. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, and when

he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated. So also

the Fsh, as much as they wanted. 12 And when they had eaten their Fll, he told

his disciples, "Gather up the leAover fragments, that nothing may be lost."  13

So they gathered them up and Flled twelve baskets with fragments from the

Fve barley loaves leA by those who had eaten. 14  When the people saw the

sign that he had done, they said, "This is indeed the Prophet who is to come

into the world!" 15 Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him

by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

(Jn. 6:1-15 ESV)

As chapter 6 of John’s gospel begins, a large crowd comes out to listen to Jesus.

Jesus tests Philip by asking him where they will 5nd food for so many.  Philip

responds by telling Jesus the cost for enough bread to feed such a large crowd.

Philip has failed.  Jesus wants Philip, and by extension us, to go to Him when

faced  with  what  seems  to  be  an  impossible  task.   Philip  tries  to  solve  an

impossible task in ordinary ways. What Jesus wants is for Philip (us) to turn to

Him to  do  the  impossible.   The  ordinary  human response  will  lead  only  to

anxiety and failure.  Real faith, as the Spirit leads, will li" you above your human

limita�ons.  Faith allows you to be con5dent about the things you hope for.

1  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the convic�on of things not

seen. (Heb. 11:1 ESV)

Faith is easy to claim when all your needs are met.  Faith is tested when we’re

faced with the impossible.  Do you have faith when the task seems impossible?
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April 17 Morning Reading

16  When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17  got into a boat,

and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not

yet  come  to  them. 18  The  sea  became  rough  because  a  strong  wind  was

blowing. 19  When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus

walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were frightened.  20 But

he said to them, "It is I; do not be afraid."  21 Then they were glad to take him

into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land to which they were

going. 22 On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the sea

saw that there had been only one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered

the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples had gone away alone. 23 Other

boats from Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the bread

aAer the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not

there,  nor  his  disciples,  they  themselves  got  into  the  boats  and  went  to

Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 25  When they found him on the other side of the

sea, they said to him, "Rabbi, when did you come here?" 26  Jesus answered

them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw

signs, but because you ate your Fll of the loaves. (Jn. 6:16-26 ESV)

John presents another test of faith.  This �me it is the crowd that’s being tested.

The crowd watches Jesus’ disciples get into the boat and head back.  There is no

boat for Jesus to use.  When the crowd cannot 5nd Him, they set out in some

newly arrived boats to look for Jesus.  When they arrive, there is Jesus.  How did

He get there?  They have no idea.  They could (maybe should?) have realized

that if He could feed  them all with 5ve loaves and two 5sh then it would not be

a problem for Him to cross the sea.  Here’s the point.  They had just witnessed

one miracle.  Based on that they might have had faith to believe that Jesus, a

miracle  worker,  could  get  Himself  somehow across  the  sea  without  a  boat.

Instead they are totally dumbfounded.  Like Philip they fail the test of their faith.

Jesus says, “you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you

ate your 5ll of the loaves.”   In other words, you’re looking for me not because of

who I am but rather only for what I  can do to meet your immediate needs.

Jesus wants them to realize who He is – not simply what He can do!

Why do you worship Jesus?  Is it because He is a good, gracious and loving God

who is worthy of all your love.  Or is it simply for what He can do for you right

now in the short term?  If it brought you no immediate bene5t, would you s�ll

love Jesus?
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Evening Reading April 17

27  Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to

eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father

has set his seal." 28 Then they said to him, "What must we do, to be doing the

works of God?" 29  Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God, that you

believe in him whom he has sent." 30 So they said to him, "Then what sign do

you do, that we may see and believe you? What work do you perform? 31 Our

fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is wri$en, 'He gave them bread

from heaven to eat.'" 32  Jesus then said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, it

was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you

the true bread from heaven. 33  For the bread of God is he who comes down

from heaven and gives life to the world." 34 They said to him, "Sir, give us this

bread always." 35 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; whoever comes to

me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 36  But I

said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All that the Father

gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out.  38

For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him

who sent me. 39  And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose

nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is

the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him

should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day." (Jn. 6:27-40

ESV)

Note the references to some form of the word believe in vv. 29, 30, 35, 36 and

40.  Jesus wants them to see the bigger picture.  He can deliver much more than

a free meal.  As John has told us, He is the source of life.  When He tells them as

much, they respond by asking what is this  work of God that they should be

doing?  Jesus answers, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom

he has sent.”  They keep on thinking far too small.  They remind Jesus how, in

the OT, God gave their forefathers manna.  (See how this is similar to Jesus

feeding them – mee�ng an earthly need only.)  Jesus wants them to receive

“true bread from heaven.”

God o ers ALL that we need.  Yes, He does want to provide for our day to day

needs.  But He also wants us to know that He can and will provide meaning and

purpose for our lives!  
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41  So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, "I  am the bread that

came down from heaven." 42  They said, "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph,

whose father  and mother  we know? How does he now say,  'I  have come

down  from  heaven'?" 43  Jesus  answered  them,  "Do  not  grumble  among

yourselves. 44  No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws

him. And I will raise him up on the last day. 45 It is wri$en in the Prophets, 'And

they will all be taught by God.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the

Father comes to me-- 46 not that anyone has seen the Father except he who is

from God; he has seen the Father. 47 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes

has eternal life. 48  I am the bread of life. 49  Your fathers ate the manna in the

wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven,

so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down

from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread

that I will give for the life of the world is my ?esh." 52 The Jews then disputed

among themselves, saying, "How can this man give us his ?esh to eat?" 53  So

Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the ?esh of the

Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.  54 Whoever feeds on

my ?esh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the

last day. 55  For my ?esh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56  Whoever

feeds on my ?esh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57  As the

living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on

me, he also will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from

heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this

bread will  live  forever." 59  Jesus  said  these things  in  the synagogue,  as  he

taught at Capernaum. (Jn. 6:41-59 ESV)

This extended metaphor using bread and food con�nues.  John goes on using

the word believe to drive home his point.  In v. 41 the Jews complain because by

referring to Himself as “bread from heaven,” Jesus is again claiming to being

equal to God.  Jesus answers saying that not everyone will receive Him.  Only

those who believe,  as the Spirit  draws them, will  be saved.  Jesus con�nues

using the metaphor of bread and drink to the point in v. 51 where He equates

this bread with His body.  The Jews pick up on this and ask if Jesus is asking

people to eat His very Kesh.  Cannibalism is forbidden in the OT.  Jesus takes the

metaphor  to  this  extreme level  to  show us  how deep our  faith  in  Him and

commitment to Him must be.  Nothing can ever be allowed to disrupt our faith

and our communion with God through His Son Jesus Christ.  Nothing else could

be more important.  Nothing else could be more valuable.  Nothing else could

be more costly.
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60  When many of his disciples heard it, they said, "This is a hard saying; who

can  listen  to  it?" 61  But  Jesus,  knowing  in  himself  that  his  disciples  were

grumbling about this, said to them, "Do you take oPense at this? 62 Then what

if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before?  63  It is

the Spirit who gives life; the ?esh is no help at all.  The words that I  have

spoken to you are spirit and life. 64  But there are some of you who do not

believe." (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not

believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65 And he said, "This is why I

told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father."  66

AAer this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him.  67

So Jesus said to the twelve, "Do you want to go away as well?" 68 Simon Peter

answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal

life, 69  and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy

One of God." 70 Jesus answered them, "Did I not choose you, the twelve? And

yet one of you is a devil." 71  He spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for

he, one of the twelve, was going to betray him. (Jn. 6:60-71 ESV)

The disciples too are concerned with these words of Jesus about consuming His

Kesh.  They had not yet realized the commitment that God is asking them to

make to Jesus.  Jesus’ response to them is that this is a spiritual ma4er and the

Kesh is  of  no help.   V.  66 tells  us that  many of  Jesus’  disciples turned back

because of this.  When Jesus asks Peter if wants to leave as well, Peter answers,

“Lord, to whom shall we go?”  If you refuse Jesus, then what is plan B?  If God’s

word to you is false, then to whom will you turn to 5nd the truth?
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1  AAer  this  Jesus  went  about in Galilee.  He would not  go about  in Judea,

because the Jews were seeking to kill him. 2  Now the Jews' Feast of Booths

was at hand. 3  So his brothers said to him, "Leave here and go to Judea, that

your disciples also may see the works you are doing.  4  For no one works in

secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show yourself to

the world." 5  For not even his brothers believed in him. 6  Jesus said to them,

"My �me has not yet come, but your �me is always here. 7  The world cannot

hate you, but it hates me because I tes�fy about it that its works are evil.  8 You

go up to the feast. I am not going up to this feast, for my �me has not yet fully

come." 9 AAer saying this, he remained in Galilee. (Jn. 7:1-9 ESV)

As �me passes the Jewish leaders become more and more concerned about

Jesus.  They realize He is becoming a greater and greater threat to them.  In

response,  Jesus  becomes  more  cau�ous  about  giving  them opportuni�es  to

seize Him.  Jesus will deliver Himself over to them but not un�l the �ming is

perfect.  When His brothers tell Him to show Himself more openly, He answers

that it’s not �me for that just yet.  They are free to do as they please but He is

working on a schedule drawn out by the Father.  He says that He’s “not going up

to this feast, for my �me has not yet fully come.”

In our lives �ming ma4ers.  The right words o ered to a friend at the wrong

�me can have a disastrous e ect.  Let the Spirit guide you so that you might

speak the right words at the right �me – to the glory of God and to the bene5t

of your friend.
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10  But aAer his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also went up, not

publicly  but  in  private. 11  The Jews were looking for  him at the feast,  and

saying, "Where is he?" 12 And there was much mu$ering about him among the

people. While some said, "He is a good man," others said, "No, he is leading

the people astray." 13  Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke openly of him. 14

About  the  middle  of  the  feast  Jesus  went  up into  the  temple  and  began

teaching. 15 The Jews therefore marveled, saying, "How is it that this man has

learning,  when  he  has  never  studied?" 16  So  Jesus  answered  them,  "My

teaching is not mine, but his who sent me. 17  If anyone's will is to do God's

will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking

on my own authority. 18  The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his

own glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and

in him there is no falsehood. (Jn. 7:10-18 ESV)

The Jewish leaders are now on the lookout trying to trap Jesus.  Public opinion

about Him is split.  Some are afraid of Him.  Others are scared to talk about

Him.  A"er secretly entering Jerusalem during this feast, Jesus shows Himself

publicly.  The leaders are not yet ready to confront Him in a crowd.  They will be

more emboldened as �me goes on.  As He speaks to the crowd, He claims that

the proof, about who He is, is the fact that He is not seeking His own glory.  In v.

17  He  says,  “If  anyone’s  will  is  to  do  God’s  will,  he  will  know whether  the

teaching is  from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority.”  The

nature of Jesus is consistent with the nature of His Father.  For those who know

God’s word, the things that Jesus did and said are consistent with what they see

in the Word.

Have you ever heard or seen something that you recognized as true because it

was consistent with God’s word?  As we grow in the Spirit and become more

and more familiar with God and His ways we can see Him moving in ways that

we might have missed before.
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19  Has not Moses given you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why do

you seek to kill  me?" 20  The crowd answered, "You have a demon! Who is

seeking to kill  you?" 21  Jesus answered them, "I  did one work,  and you all

marvel at it. 22  Moses gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but

from the fathers),  and  you  circumcise  a  man on the  Sabbath.  23  If  on the

Sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that the law of Moses may not be

broken, are you angry with me because on the Sabbath I made a man's whole

body well? 24 Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment." 25

Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, "Is not this the man whom

they seek to kill? 26  And here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to

him! Can it be that the authori�es really know that this is the Christ?  27 But we

know where this man comes from, and when the Christ appears, no one will

know where he comes from." (Jn. 7:19-27 ESV)

Jesus confronts the leaders who want to kill Him.  Of course not everyone yet

understands that leadership wants Him dead.  So there is a confused response

from the crowd.  Jesus tried to show that the proof of who He was.  This could

be seen in His ac�ons that were consistent with God’s Word.  In the same way

He wants to demonstrate the duplicity of  Jewish leadership by showing that

their behavior is completely inconsistent with God’s word.  Even as He speaks

the Jewish leaders are silent.  The crowd wonders if their silence is due to the

fact that they really do know that He is the Christ – the Messiah.  In passages

like this we can see how Jesus is controlling the situa�on.  He is reaching those

who are  recep�ve  to  the  leading of  the  Spirit  and  at  the  same  �me He  is

genera�ng enough resistance from His enemies that they will, in God’s �me,

take ac�on against Jesus to kill Him.
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28  So Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in the temple, "You know me, and you

know where I come from. But I have not come of my own accord. He who

sent me is true, and him you do not know. 29 I know him, for I come from him,

and he sent me." 30 So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand

on him, because his hour had not yet come. 31 Yet many of the people believed

in him. They said, "When the Christ appears, will he do more signs than this

man has  done?" 32  The  Pharisees  heard  the  crowd mu$ering  these  things

about him, and the chief priests and Pharisees sent oNcers to arrest him.  33

Jesus then said, "I will be with you a li$le longer, and then I am going to him

who sent me. 34  You will seek me and you will not Fnd me. Where I am you

cannot come." 35  The Jews said to one another, "Where does this man intend

to go that we will not Fnd him? Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among

the Greeks and teach the Greeks? 36  What does he mean by saying, 'You will

seek me and you will not Fnd me,' and, 'Where I am you cannot come'?" (Jn.

7:28-36 ESV)

Jesus con�nues to make claims about who He is – the Son of God, the Messiah.

Anger against Him from Jewish leadership is growing but it has not yet reached

a point where they will take ac�on against Him.  Jesus speaks to the crowd in

veiled ways that His death is drawing nigh.  How hard it must have been for

Jesus to speak and act so as to orchestrate the events that would lead to His

own death.
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37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, "If

anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38  Whoever believes in me, as

the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart will ?ow rivers of living water.'" 39 Now

this  he  said  about  the  Spirit,  whom  those  who  believed  in  him  were  to

receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet

gloriFed. 40  When they heard these words,  some of  the people said,  "This

really is the Prophet." 41 Others said, "This is the Christ." But some said, "Is the

Christ to come from Galilee? 42 Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes

from the oPspring of David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where

David was?" 43 So there was a division among the people over him. 44 Some of

them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him. 45 The oNcers then

came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, "Why did you not

bring him?" (Jn. 7:37-45 ESV)

Have you no�ced the growing tension as chapter 7 has progressed?  There are

s�ll two very dis�nct groups in view.  There are those who are becoming more

outspoken about Jesus being the Messiah and those who oppose Him and are

becoming more and more serious about killing Him.  When a ques�on arises

about whether the Christ will come from Galilee, the Jewish leadership argue

against Jesus by saying that the Christ must come from Bethlehem.  The irony,

of course, is that Jesus is from Bethlehem!  When the o�cers fail to arrest Jesus,

the Jewish leadership chide them for their failure.

Can  you  sense  the  confusion  in  the  air?   For  those  aware  of  what  was

happening it must have seemed as those things were geSng more and more

out of control.  But things were not as they seemed.  God’s plan was working

itself out just as He wanted.  When things seem to be spinning more and more

wildly out of control in your life do you get Kustered?  Or do you manage to

center yourself around the truth that God really is in control?
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46  The oNcers answered, "No one ever spoke like this man!" 47  The Pharisees

answered them, "Have you also been deceived? 48 Have any of the authori�es

or the Pharisees believed in him? 49 But this crowd that does not know the law

is accursed." 50 Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one of

them, said to them, 51  "Does our law judge a man without Frst giving him a

hearing and learning what he does?" 52  They replied, "Are you from Galilee

too? Search and see that no prophet arises from Galilee."  53  [They went each

to his own house, (Jn. 7:46-53 ESV)

As this chapter draws to a close, we see that even between the Pharisees and

the o�cers there is disagreement about who Jesus is.  The Pharisees claim they

know the truth.  They say it is the crowd of people who don’t know the law that

is  accursed.   They  cannot  see  the  truth  that  it  is  they  themselves  who  are

accursed because they have misread and misunderstood the purpose of the law.

See how Nicodemus has changed over �me.  He has now reached a point where

he is willing to be vocal in suppor�ng Jesus.  He may s�ll have a way to go, but

he  is  no  longer  willing  to  sit  idly  by  and  watch  leadership  condemn  Jesus

unjustly.  The lines are being more clearly drawn between those who are for

Jesus and those who are against Him.
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1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning he came again

to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down and taught them.
3  The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in

adultery, and placing her in the midst 4 they said to him, "Teacher, this woman

has been caught in the act of adultery. 5  Now in the Law, Moses commanded

us to stone such women. So what do you say?" 6  This they said to test him,

that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and

wrote with his Fnger on the ground. 7  And as they con�nued to ask him, he

stood up and said to them, "Let him who is without sin among you be the Frst

to throw a stone at her." 8  And once more he bent down and wrote on the

ground. 9 But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with

the older ones, and Jesus was leA alone with the woman standing before him.
10  Jesus  stood up  and  said  to  her,  "Woman,  where  are  they?  Has  no one

condemned you?" 11  She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said, "Neither do I

condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more."] (Jn. 8:1-11 ESV)

John chapter 8 begins with a well known story about a woman caught in the act

of  adultery.  The  scribes  and Pharisees  bring  her  before  Jesus  and ask  what

should be done with her.  If she was caught in the act then there also was a man

caught in the act. Why have they not brought him before Jesus as well?  By

leSng the man go free they show their hypocrisy – they wish to protect the

male and punish only the female.  When Jesus asks that the one without sin

should cast the 5rst stone He is confron�ng them about their hypocrisy.  While

they never verbally admit any wrong doing, they are all shamed by what Jesus

has said and they walk away one by one.  When they’ve all le" Jesus speaks to

the woman.   He does  not tell  her  that  it’s  5ne for  her  to be an adulteress.

Rather He tells her to go and sin no more.  He has done a good thing for all

involved.  For the woman, He has forced her to face her sin and to renounce it

from then on.  For the scribes and Pharisees, He has forced them to face the sin

of their hypocrisy.  They wanted to trap Jesus and force Him to either a) be a

hypocrite by leSng the woman disobey the law or b) be a hypocrite by allowing

the woman to be stoned while proclaiming the love and mercy of God for all

who believe.  In this passage, Jesus provides a good example of how God’s ways

are above our ways.
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12  Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world. Whoever

follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."  13  So the

Pharisees  said  to  him,  "You  are  bearing  witness  about  yourself;  your

tes�mony is not true." 14  Jesus answered, "Even if  I  do bear witness about

myself, my tes�mony is true, for I know where I came from and where I am

going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am going.  15  You

judge according to the ?esh;  I  judge no one. 16  Yet even if  I  do judge,  my

judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent

me. 17 In your Law it is wri$en that the tes�mony of two people is true.  18 I am

the one who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears

witness about me." 19  They said to him therefore,  "Where is your Father?"

Jesus answered, "You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you

would know my Father also." 20  These words he spoke in the treasury, as he

taught in the temple; but no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet

come. (Jn. 8:12-20 ESV)

When Jesus again tries to explain to them who He is, the scribes and Pharisees

say that He cannot be believed because He has no witness.  The laws required

that there should be at least two who witnessed the same truth before it should

be accepted.  Jesus counters that He has a witness – the Father.  When, in v. 19,

they ask Jesus where His Father is, they are again trying to trap Him.  If Jesus

answers in public that His Father is in heaven, then they will be able to say that

Jesus has claimed God as His Father and in doing so has commi4ed blasphemy.

Jesus  avoids the trap and this  sec�on ends by telling us that Jesus was not

arrested because His �me had not yet come.

Do you see here the wisdom of Jesus to be aware at each turn how His enemies

are trying to catch Him in these verbal traps?  I know for a fact that I could

never see through these many trials and would be caught in one quite soon.

But here’s the thing.  Jesus promises to give us the very words to speak as a

witness for Him.  

13  This will be your opportunity to bear witness. 14  Se$le it therefore in your

minds not  to  meditate beforehand how to answer, 15  for  I  will  give you a

mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand

or contradict. (Lk. 21:13-15 ESV)
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21 So he said to them again, "I am going away, and you will seek me, and you

will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come." 22 So the Jews said,

"Will he kill himself, since he says, 'Where I am going, you cannot come'?"  23

He said to them, "You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world;

I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless

you believe that I am he you will die in your sins." 25 So they said to him, "Who

are you?" Jesus said to them, "Just what I  have been telling you from the

beginning. 26  I have much to say about you and much to judge, but he who

sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from him." 27

They did not understand that he had been speaking to them about the Father.
28 So Jesus said to them, "When you have liAed up the Son of Man, then you

will know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak

just as the Father taught me. 29 And he who sent me is with me. He has not leA

me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him."  30  As he was

saying these things, many believed in him. (Jn. 8:21-30 ESV)

Jesus con�nues telling them in veiled ways about His death and the implica�ons

that it will have for them.  The Jews wonder if He’s going to kill Himself.  So He

says more plainly  that those who believe in Him will  have eternal  life  while

those  who  won’t  believe  will  die  in  their  sins.   A"er  this  remark,  they  ask

plainly , “Who are you?”  Jesus again avoids the trap.  He basically says “I’m the

one I’ve been claiming to be from the beginning.”  In v. 28 Jesus declares who He

is by telling them what He will do.  Jesus says, “When you have li"ed up the Son

of Man, then you will know that I am he.”  This sec�on concludes by telling us

that as Jesus spoke these words, “many believed in him.”
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31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, "If you abide in my word,

you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set

you free." 33  They  answered him,  "We are  oPspring  of  Abraham and have

never  been enslaved  to  anyone.  How is  it  that  you say,  'You will  become

free'?" 34  Jesus  answered  them,  "Truly,  truly,  I  say  to  you,  everyone  who

prac�ces sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever;

the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
37  I know that you are oPspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because

my word Fnds no place in you. 38  I speak of what I have seen with my Father,

and you do what you have heard from your father." 39  They answered him,

"Abraham is our father." Jesus said to them, "If you were Abraham's children,

you would be doing the works Abraham did, 40 but now you seek to kill me, a

man who has  told you the truth that  I  heard from God. This  is  not  what

Abraham did. (Jn. 8:31-40 ESV)

Jesus tells the people that if they believe in Him, then they will know the truth

and the truth will set them free.  The scribes and Pharisees answer that they

have never been slaves – they are the children of Abraham.  Jesus explains that

whoever sins is a slave to sin.  He tells them that they are trying to kill Him.  He

says that if they were Abraham’s children then they would behave like Abraham

and they would not be trying to kill Him.  He wants them to see their hypocrisy

but they are blind to it.  Their hatred for Jesus prevents them from being able to

know the truth about Him and be set free.  God does not condemn them, rather

they condemn themselves.
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41  You are doing the works your father did." They said to him, "We were not

born of sexual immorality. We have one Father-- even God." 42  Jesus said to

them, "If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I

am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me.  43  Why do you not

understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. 44 You

are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He

was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because

there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for

he is a liar and the father of lies. 45  But because I tell the truth, you do not

believe me. 46  Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do

you not believe me? 47 Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason

why you do not hear them is that you are not of God." 48  The Jews answered

him, "Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?"
49  Jesus answered, "I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you

dishonor me. 50 Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and

he is the judge. (Jn. 8:41-50 ESV)

Jesus now becomes very bold and in v. 44 He tells them very plainly that they

are of their father the devil.  He tells them that they are doing the things their

father does.  The Jews reject all that He has to say about them.  In vv. 49-50

Jesus takes solace in the fact that He is not alone.  The Father is with Him.  In

fact, He is not seeking His own glory, but rather it is the Father who is seeking

Jesus’ glory.
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51 Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death."
52  The Jews said to him, "Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham

died, as did the prophets, yet you say, 'If anyone keeps my word, he will never

taste death.' 53  Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the

prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?" 54 Jesus answered, "If I

glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who gloriFes me, of whom

you say, 'He is our God.' 55 But you have not known him. I know him. If I were

to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him

and I keep his word. 56  Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my

day. He saw it and was glad." 57 So the Jews said to him, "You are not yet FAy

years old, and have you seen Abraham?" 58  Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I

say to you, before Abraham was, I am." 59 So they picked up stones to throw at

him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. (Jn. 8:51-59 ESV)

In this passage we 5nd what may be the strongest claim in scripture made by

Jesus to be the equal of the Father.  The discussion turns to Abraham.  In v. 56,

Jesus says that Abraham rejoiced to see His day.  The Jews respond that Jesus is

not  yet  5"y  years  old.   They  ask  Him,  “Have  you  seen  Abraham?”   Jesus

answers,  “before  Abraham was  I  am.”    The statement  catches  the readers

a4en�on.  The grammar is wrong.  If Jesus intends simply to say that He was

around before Abraham He would have said, “before Abraham was I already

was.”   The  second verb  should  be in  the  past  tense.   You see,  Jesus  is  not

concerned about grammar,  when He says, “I am” He is claiming that His name

is the very name by which God named Himself back in the book of Exodus.

13 Then Moses said to God, "If I come to the people of Israel and say to them,

'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his

name?' what shall I say to them?" 14  God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM."

And he said, "Say this to the people of Israel:  'I  AM has sent me to you.'"

(Exod. 3:13-14 ESV)

Jesus is saying that His name is “The Great I AM.”  The Hebrew for “I am” is

Yahweh.  Nowhere in scripture does He ever come so close to openly saying, “I

am God” than He does here in John 8:58.  (This is a very good verse to commit

to memory.)  His words are not wasted on the Jews.  In their opinion He has just

commi4ed blasphemy.   That’s  why they  pick  up stones  to  a4ack  Him.   The

penalty for blasphemy is death.
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1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked him,

"Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 3  Jesus

answered, "It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works

of God might be displayed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent

me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in

the world, I am the light of the world." 6  Having said these things, he spit on

the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes

with the mud 7  and said  to  him, "Go,  wash in the pool  of  Siloam" (which

means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. (Jn. 9:1-7 ESV)

John 9 opens with the story of Jesus healing a blind man.  As He and his disciples

are walking they come along a man who was born blind.  The disciples wonder

why this man was blind at birth.  It was assumed that blindness is a punishment

for sin.  They apparently reason together that if  he’s blind then he must have

sinned.  But they have a problem.  The man was born blind, so did he sin before

he was  born  so  that  his  punishment  was  to  be  born  blind?   They  con�nue

discussing the ma4er and ask one another if it’s possible to sin before birth.

One of  them apparently  suggested  that  maybe it  was  his  parents  who had

sinned.   Then the ques�on came up about whether  God punishes someone,

although  the  person  was  him/herself  innocent,  whose  parents  had  sinned.

Scripture includes none of the detail I’ve just presented, but I think its fair to say

that something of this sort took place between v. 1 and v. 2.  Why  else would

they ask Jesus if  this  man had sinned or his parents?  Jesus answered them

saying that this blindness was not the result of anyone’s sin.  The error in the

disciples thinking lies at the very start of their line of reasoning.  It is incredibly

common for people to think that if something bad comes their way then it must

be because of sin.  We do the same thing today.  Have you ever said or thought,

when something bad happened to you, “What did I do to deserve this?”  The

truth  is  that  God  can  use  bad circumstances  to  bring  glory  to  Himself  and

blessing to others.  Jesus tells His disciples that this man was born blind for that

very reason.  So the next  �me that something “bad” happens to you,  don’t

despair.  It just may be that God is seSng up the right circumstances to bring

you a wonderful blessing and glory to Himself.  You cannot yet see that blessing

but, by faith, you can know that He is working for your good.

28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good,

for those who are called according to his purpose. (Rom. 8:28 ESV)
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8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying,

"Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?" 9 Some said, "It is he." Others

said, "No, but he is like him." He kept saying, "I am the man."  10 So they said to

him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" 11  He answered, "The man called

Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and

wash.'  So I  went and washed and received my sight." 12  They said to him,

"Where is he?" He said, "I do not know." 13 They brought to the Pharisees the

man who had formerly been blind. 14  Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus

made the mud and opened his eyes. (Jn. 9:8-14 ESV)

When people see this blind man who has just been healed, they are slow to

believe what they see.  When the man is ques�oned, he says that yes he was

blind but Jesus opened his eyes.  So the people bring him to the Pharisees.  In v.

14 we 5nd the Pharisees response to this miracle.   They will  not 5nd in this

healing any reason to give glory to God; rather they will again try to dishonor

Jesus because He has done “work” on the Sabbath which is against the law.

Because they hate Jesus they will  5nd cause to condemn Him even when He

uses his power to bless and glorify God.  So when Jesus works in the world, He

has at least two goals in mind.  First, He is working to bless people and glorify

God and secondly, He is working to make sin evident both to the sinner and to

the world.  He exposes sin not because He wants to condemn people.  Rather He

exposes sin in the hope that people, faced with their sin, will repent and 5nd

forgiveness and salva�on in Him.
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15 So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said

to them, "He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see."  16  Some of the

Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath."

But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?" And there

was a division among them. 17 So they said again to the blind man, "What do

you  say  about  him,  since  he  has  opened  your  eyes?"  He  said,  "He  is  a

prophet." 18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received

his sight, un�l they called the parents of the man who had received his sight  19

and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then

does he now see?" 20 His parents answered, "We know that this is our son and

that he was born blind. 21  But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we

know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself."

(Jn. 9:15-21 ESV)

The Pharisees ask the man how he regained his sight.  So the man tells them

about how Jesus put mud on his eyes and when he washed them clean he could

see.  Some of the Pharisees insist that Jesus is a sinner; others ask how a sinner

could be able to do such things.  When they ask the healed man he says that

Jesus is a prophet.  The Jews are not yet ready to admit that Jesus has in fact

healed this  man.  So they have his parents brought in.   When the Pharisees

ques�on his parents the say that a) yes he is our son, b) yes he was born blind

and c) we don’t know how he got his sight back, and d) he is of age, ask him

how his sight was healed.

Some people will want to deny Jesus no ma4er how much evidence is available

to support Him and His claims. Have you ever encountered people like that?

Don’t give up on them.  Pray for them.  Know for a fact that the Holy Spirit is

working in their  lives to bring them to repentance.   Perhaps they will  never

repent.  But whatever they may do, our task is to remain faithful and sincere

followers of Jesus.
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22  (His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews

had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to

be put out of the synagogue.) 23  Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask

him." 24  So for the second �me they called the man who had been blind and

said to him, "Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner."  25  He

answered, "Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that

though I was blind, now I see." 26  They said to him, "What did he do to you?

How did he open your eyes?" 27  He answered them, "I have told you already,

and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want

to become his disciples?" 28 And they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple,

but we are disciples of Moses. (Jn. 9:22-28 ESV)

John con�nues the story telling us that the man’s parents said what they did

because they were afraid of the Pharisees.  The Pharisees have the man brought

back again.  They tell the man that they know that Jesus is a sinner.  He says to

them, “Whether He is a sinner I do not know.  One thing I do know, that though

I was blind, now I see.”  They ask him yet again how Jesus had healed him.  This

man begins to lose pa�ence with the Pharisees.  He says that he has already

told them exactly what Jesus did.  He asks if they want to become His disciples

too.  Then they turn on him and accuse him of being a disciple of Jesus.  They

claim to be disciples of Moses.

The Pharisees will not give up trying to 5nd some grounds to accuse Jesus.  Their

hatred and sel5shness drives them on.  As Jesus had said to them, they behave

like their father.  So don’t be surprised when the world hates you and beli4les

you for your faith.  They are just behaving like their father.  It’s all they have.

Pray for them that the Spirit might break through the darkness and they might

be saved.
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29  We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not

know where he comes from." 30  The man answered, "Why, this is an amazing

thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31

We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of

God and does his will, God listens to him. 32 Never since the world began has it

been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind.  33  If this man

were not from God, he could do nothing." 34  They answered him, "You were

born in u$er sin, and would you teach us?" And they cast him out. (Jn. 9:29-

34 ESV)

The Pharisees con�nue their argument here.  They claim they know that God

spoke through Moses, but they don’t know where this Jesus comes from.  The

man basically asks them what they are talking about.  The reason the Pharisees

know that God spoke through Moses was because of the miraculous signs that

God worked through Moses.   Here and now, Jesus is  doing the same thing.

Jesus  is  working miraculous signs and blessing God’s people.   The man tells

them, “If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”  Of course, the

man  is  absolutely  correct.   The  Pharisees  know  it  and,  being  even  more

infuriated, they scold him and throw him out.
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35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, "Do

you believe in the Son of Man?" 36 He answered, "And who is he, sir, that I may

believe in him?" 37  Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who is

speaking to you." 38  He said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him. 39  Jesus

said, "For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may

see, and those who see may become blind." 40 Some of the Pharisees near him

heard these things, and said to him, "Are we also blind?" 41 Jesus said to them,

"If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, 'We see,'

your guilt remains. (Jn. 9:35-41 ESV)

A"er the man is thrown out by the Pharisees, Jesus 5nds him.  Jesus asks him if

he  believes  in  the  Son  of  Man.   The  man  confesses  his  faith  in  Jesus  and

worships Him.  Here is yet another proof from scripture about Jesus’ deity.  Jesus

willingly  accepts  worship.   No  righteous  person  (or  angel)  in  scripture  ever

accepts worship.   Worship is  due to God alone.  The fact that Jesus accepts

worship is proof of His deity.  Jesus said He came to give sight to the blind and

to make those who see become blind.  In saying that He gives sight to the blind,

He is saying that He is the Savior.  Those who put their faith in Him will see –

they will be saved.  Those who see, that is, those who claim to know the truth of

God yet reject Jesus, will lose their sight.  When the Pharisees overhear this and

ask Jesus if  they too are blind, Jesus answers them.  “If you were blind, you

would have no guilt;  but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.  In

other words, Jesus is telling them that they are guilty because even though they

have enough knowledge of God to know be4er, they s�ll reject His grace and

mercy that are o ered only through Jesus.

The world does not want to be lost.  The world wants salva�on but it wants

salva�on on its terms.  The world wants to claim that it deserves salva�on on its

own.  But the truth is that God o ers salva�on only on His terms.  Un�l and

unless a person confesses that they are guilty  and in  need of  a savior,  that

person remains guilty.   God o ers salva�on only to those who acknowledge

their sin, repent of it and put their faith in Jesus.  Before you became a believer,

you probably, like many in the world, believed that you were somehow ok with

God.  How did God open your eyes to the truth?  By remembering how you

came to Jesus in saving faith, you might be able to be more useful to God in

leading unbelievers to Him.

Week 4:  John 8:41-John 10:42 60



April 28 Morning Reading

1 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door

but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber.  2  But he who

enters  by the door is  the shepherd of  the sheep. 3  To  him the gatekeeper

opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and

leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them,

and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5  A stranger they will not

follow,  but  they  will  ?ee  from  him,  for  they  do  not  know  the  voice  of

strangers." 6  This  Fgure of  speech Jesus used with them, but they did not

understand what he was saying to them. 7 So Jesus again said to them, "Truly,

truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. (Jn. 10:1-7 ESV)

Jesus is claiming that He is legi�mately who He claims to be.  Theologians speak

of “general revela�on” and “speci5c revela�on.”  General revela�on has to do

with the fact that God has placed evidence of Himself in crea�on.  This evidence

is made for all  to see.  Speci5c revela�on has to do with the word of  God –

scripture.  Jesus is saying that those who have recognized God through general

revela�on will be able to more clearly see that God is revealing Himself in Jesus

through speci5c revela�on i.e. in scripture.  He is the legi�mate Shepherd.  His

sheep will  recognize Him.  They already have enough evidence to know Him

when they see Him.  As Jesus put it, “the sheep follow him, for they know his

voice.”

There are certain themes that recur over and again in scripture.  These reveal

truths  about God that He wants  us  to grasp and respond to.   His  unfailing

covenant love for us is one of these.  His sacri5cial and costly o ering of His Son

is another.  What, in your opinion, are some other important themes that you

5nd in the bible from cover to cover.  As you grow in your faith, you will grow to

know more and more of these core issues.  You will grow to see God at work in

the world.  Stay a4en�ve!  Stay focused!
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8 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen

to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go

in  and out  and Fnd pasture. 10  The thief  comes  only to  steal  and kill  and

destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.  11  I am the

good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  12 He who

is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the

wolf coming and leaves the sheep and ?ees, and the wolf snatches them and

sca$ers them. 13 He ?ees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the

sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, (Jn.

10:8-14 ESV)

Vv. 8-14 reinforce the same basic idea presented at the start of this chapter.

Jesus claims to be the only means to obtain salva�on.  Many want to believe

that  all  religions  are  the  same  –  all  simply  di erent  paths  leading  up  the

mountain to where God dwells at the summit.  Nothing could be further from

the truth.  While there are some ideas that are shared among most if not all

world religions, every religion makes unique claims that make it incompa�ble

with all others.  For Chris�anity the de5ning doctrine is the fact that Jesus is

equal to God the Father.  Remove that truth and what is le" might be called a

religion or a set of religious doctrines but it is not Chris�anity.  V. 14 is cri�cally

important for every Chris�an.  Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd.  I know my

own and my own know me.”

Rejoice in the facts that as a believer a) God, in Jesus and through the Holy

Spirit, knows you and b) you know God by Jesus’ o ering of Himself for you

and< through the work of the Holy Spirit living, God in you.
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15  just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life

for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring

them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one ?ock, one

shepherd. 17  For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life

that I may take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my

own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up

again.  This  charge  I  have  received  from  my  Father." 19  There  was  again  a

division among the Jews because of these words. 20  Many of them said, "He

has a demon, and is insane; why listen to him?" 21 Others said, "These are not

the words of one who is oppressed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes

of the blind?" (Jn. 10:15-21 ESV)

V. 16 here is a reference to the fact that Jesus is the savior of the world and not

just the Jews.  In the gospels, Jesus seems most o"en to imply that He has come

for the Jews.  There are a few places where He demonstrates that He has come

to save Gen�les as well.  This is one of those places.  As Jesus said, “there will be

one Kock, one shepherd.”  Also here in v. 18, Jesus says that He has authority to

lay down His life and to take it up again.  In most places that talk about His

resurrec�on, the scripture says that the Father will raise the Son back up to life.

This is one of only a few places in scripture where Jesus says that He will raise

Himself back up to life.

I 5nd it interes�ng that the gospels speak more of Jesus coming to the Jews and

less about His coming for the Gen�les as well.  Why do you think that is so?

Also, why would the gospels more o"en say that it is the Father who raised the

Son back to life and less o"en say that Jesus raised Himself back to life?
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22 At that �me the Feast of Dedica�on took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23

and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24  So the

Jews gathered around him and said to him, "How long will  you keep us in

suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly." 25 Jesus answered them, "I told

you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name bear

witness about me, 26  but you do not believe because you are not among my

sheep. 27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28  I

give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them

out of my hand. (Jn. 10:22-28 ESV)

Here we see the Jews confron�ng Jesus openly.  They ask Him to say plainly that

He is the Christ.  They want to have a clear undeniable admission from Jesus so

they can accuse Him of blasphemy.  Jesus won’t play their game.  Once again He

defers to His Father’s witness about Him demonstrated by the works that the

Father has done through Him.  Jesus tells them plainly that they are not among

His sheep.  His sheep recognize His  voice and follow Him.  He reassures His

believers, “no one will snatch them out of my hand.”

The unfortunate truth is that there are some who will refuse to believe in Jesus.

They will commit the unpardonable sin of refusing to repent and be saved.  But

take courage.  While some may never repent, there are also some who repent.

Those who do can rest assured that they are safe in the Father’s hand.  Believers

can rest assured today that they need not worry that will  some how not be

good enough in the end to be saved.  The 5rst thing that God does in the life of

a new believer is to completely forgive all their sin.

8  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own

doing; it is the giA of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which

God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. (Eph. 2:8-10 ESV)
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29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able

to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30  I and the Father are one." 31  The

Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32  Jesus answered them, "I have

shown you many good works from the Father;  for  which of them are you

going to stone me?" 33 The Jews answered him, "It is not for a good work that

we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make

yourself God." 34  Jesus answered them, "Is it not wri$en in your Law, 'I said,

you are gods'? 35 If he called them gods to whom the word of God came-- and

Scripture  cannot  be  broken-- 36  do  you  say  of  him  whom  the  Father

consecrated and sent into the world, 'You are blaspheming,' because I said, 'I

am the Son of God'? (Jn. 10:28-36 ESV)

In v. 29, Jesus reassures His believers that they are secure and have no need to

fear.  In v. 30 He claims that He and the Father are one.  In so doing He is

claiming to be equal to God the Father.  Upon hearing this, the Jews pick up

stones to kill Him for blasphemy.  In v. 34 Jesus quotes Psa 82:6

2 "How long will you judge unjustly and show par�ality to the wicked? Selah 3

Give jus�ce to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the aSicted

and the des�tute. 4  Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the

hand of the wicked." 5  They have neither knowledge nor understanding, they

walk about in darkness; all the founda�ons of the earth are shaken. 6  I said,

"You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you; (Ps. 82:2-6 ESV)

Here we see the psalmist saying that God’s people are all gods in that they do

the works of God as demonstrated in vv. 3-4 of Psa 82.  So Jesus’ point here may

be that since God, in Psa 82, calls all those who do His will are called gods, then

why are the Pharisees so upset by His claims?  Of course Jesus is saying that He

is more than a mere human who happens to be doing God’s will.   But He is

ques�oning the Pharisees about whether they have any right to accuse Him of

blasphemy.  The Pharisees are not willing to consider any way that Jesus might

not be making blasphemous claims.  They simply want to get any proof, even if

they have to manufacture it, which they will ul�mately do, to prove that Jesus is

guilty.  They want a reason, any reason they might 5nd, to put Him to death.  In

v. 36, Jesus denies that He is blaspheming when He says that He is the Son of

God.
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37 If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me;  38 but if I

do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you

may know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father."  39

Again they sought to arrest him, but he escaped from their hands.  40 He went

away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been bap�zing at

Frst, and there he remained. 41  And many came to him. And they said, "John

did no sign, but everything that John said about this man was true." 42  And

many believed in him there. (Jn. 10:37-42 ESV)

Jesus is claiming in v. 37 that the proofs that He is who He says He is are the

very works that He has been and is performing.  If they won’t take His word for

who He is then He asks them to look at the works.  How else could He do what

He’s doing – the same argument that the blind man earlier made before the

Pharisees.  As the chapter ends, we see in v. 42 that more and more people are

coming to believe in Him.  The people are saying that the Bap�st himself may

not have performed any miraculous signs but his witness about Jesus has been

proved to be true by what Jesus has done.
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