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Welcome to the May edi�on of Praxis!

The readings are brief,  in  order to cover the Scripture, present the

thought, and allow ,me to take it in through medita�on, contempla�on,

and prayer. We encourage you to record your responses and the things

that the Holy Spirit shows you.  The readings are set up according to the

ancient prac,ce of the  daily o�ce,  with a reading for morning hours,

and a reading for evening hours. Of course, when and how you do this is

completely up to you, but we do encourage you to do it at the same

,me and place each day, in order to simplify and develop the habit. 

Take your �me to soak in the Word. Invite the Holy Spirit to speak to you each

day.  Even  the  simplest  of  things  can  bring  revela�on  when  we  dedicate

a$en�on to the Spirit and the details. 

This compila,on has been designed to lead us into the Scripture each

day, to help empower us in the Holy Spirit and Truth, and to culminate in

the Home Church experience. 

Make special note  of the pages given to each Sunday, take  ,me to

review  your  readings  and  responses  from  the  week.  This  will  help

prepare  you  for  a  richer  experience  in  Home  Church,  through  both

sharing and receiving. 

If you are not yet part of a Home Church, we would love to have you

experience it for yourself! Find out more from the person who gave you

this book, or reach us at www.GracewayRI.org 

The commentary that accompanies each 

reading is wri7en by Ed Piche7e Sr., who 

serves as an elder and a Home Church 

Leader at Graceway Community. 



May 1 Morning Reading

The  book of John is quite di�erent from the other gospels.  Ma�hew, Mark

and Luke  are  o!en referred  to  as  the synop�c gospels.   The word  synop�c

means “with one eye.”  The intended meaning of that term is simply that those

three gospels discuss many of the same details and present them in more or less

the  same  order.   John  is  di&erent.   John  tends  to  present  the  details  in  a

somewhat di&erent order than the others.  For example, John tells the story of

the cleansing of the temple near the beginning of his gospel (ch. 2) while the

others all place that story more toward the end of their gospels (Ma�. 21; Mk.

11; Lk. 19).

Most scholars believe that the reason for these di&erences is because John has a

di&erent goal in wri�ng his gospel.  While the synop�c gospels are concerned

with  the  details  of  what  happened  and  when  it  happened,  John  is  more

concerned about developing a theology.  John’s primary goal is to discuss who

God is and especially who God is as seen through the coming of Jesus.  To be

certain,  all  four  gospel  writers  are  concerned  about  theology  and  what

happened when.  The di&erence is a ma�er of degree and how to achieve their

respec�ve  goals.   For  the  synop�c  gospels,  the  primary  goal  is  to  tell,  as

precisely as possible, what happened and when. For them, the nature of God

and Jesus will follow out from the details of the events.  For John, the primary

focus is on the nature of God and Jesus.  John presents the events of Jesus’ life

in an order that helps him to teach about who the Father is and who Jesus is.

God has seen 3t to preserve for us four gospels.  Each contributes to a fuller

picture of God AND Jesus AND the Holy Spirit.  To make the most of it, we should

approach each gospel individually and then compare and contrast them to build

a fuller picture.

  

1 Week 1: John 1:1–12:33



Evening Reading May 1

1  Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her

sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped

his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3  So the sisters sent to

him, saying, "Lord, he whom you love is ill."  4 But when Jesus heard it he said,

"This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son

of God may be glori2ed through it." 5  Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister

and Lazarus. 6  So,  when he heard that Lazarus was ill,  he stayed two days

longer in the place where he was. 7 Then a6er this he said to the disciples, "Let

us go to Judea again." John. 11:1-7

The �me for  Jesus’  sacri3ce  comes closer,  and He begins  to orchestrate the

events to force the Jewish leadership to take ac�on against Him.  Lazarus will

soon die.  Jesus raised several people back to life in His ministry.  As you would

expect,  when  He  did  so  there  would  be  a  huge  amount  of  excitement  and

crowds of people would seek Him out.  All the a�en�on  of the crowds would

catch the a�en�on of the Jewish leaders.  They would then look for Jesus in

hopes of seizing Him.  In response, Jesus would typically retreat and escape

those sent to take Him.  This �me it will be di&erent.  When Lazarus is raised,

Jesus will stay with the crowds.  The excitement will grow and the Triumphal

Entry will  take Jesus into Jerusalem for the Passover and His passion.  He is

implying that all  these events will  soon take place when He says of Lazarus,

“’This illness does not lead to death.  It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of

God may be glori3ed through it.’”

God’s will is that His Son should o&er Himself as an atonement for the sins of

the world.  In addi�on to the actual events of the 3rst Good Friday,  Jesus is also

tasked by the Father with crea�ng the circumstances that will lead up His death.

Jesus will not be taken by surprise.  In fact, He will control and direct the events

that will lead up to His death.

Note v. 3 where the sisters sent to Jesus saying, “’Lord, he whom you love is ill.’”

In this message you can hear their faith calling out to Jesus from their need.

They begin here – afraid that their brother is going to die.  They are about to go

on a long and trying emo�onal roller coaster ride.   Jesus purposely postpones

going when He receives their message.  He’s wai�ng for Lazarus to die.  Imagine

the sisters’  disappointment when Lazarus dies.   Upon Jesus arrival,  they  will

express their grief to Him.  Then Jesus raises Lazarus back to life!  Imagine their

joy.  Surely they were among those who ran before Jesus as He was taken up to

Jerusalem by the crowds.   They  must  have been elated!   Next  comes Jesus’

arrest, trial and cruci3xion.  It had to hit them very hard.   What must they have

thought when three days later they learned of Jesus’ resurrec�on?

Week 1: John 1:1–12:33 2



May 2 Morning Reading

8  The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone

you, and are you going there again?" 9 Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve

hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he

sees the light of this world. 10  But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles,

because the light is not in him." 11  A6er saying these things, he said to them,

"Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him." 12 The disciples

said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover." 13  Now Jesus had

spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 

John 11:8-13

In these verses we catch a glimpse into Jesus’ thinking.  As His passion draws

closer His mood becomes darker.  His will is that He should somehow be able to

avoid such a horrible death.  He also knows that the Father’s will  is that He

should endure it.  When His disciples encourage Jesus to avoid going to Judea.

Jesus explains Himself to them.  In vv. 9 & 10, He is saying that if we obey God’s

leading in our lives then we can know that God will  bring us through. If  we

won’t  obey,  then  we  will  stumble.   By  disobeying  we  may  avoid  a  more

immediate problem as we see it.  But in the long run, we will be far worse o&.

God’s will can, at �mes, involve su&ering in the short run.  But, in the long run,

His will results in joyous communion with Him and all the saints forever.

3 Week 1: John 1:1–12:33



Evening Reading May 2

15  Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus has died, 15  and for your sake I am

glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him."  16 So

Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we

may  die  with  him." 17  Now  when Jesus  came,  he  found  that  Lazarus  had

already been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two

miles o@, 19  and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console

them  concerning  their  brother. 20  So  when  Martha  heard  that  Jesus  was

coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house.  21

Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have

died. 22  But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give

you." 23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 24 Martha said to him,

"I know that he will rise again in the resurrec�on on the last day." 25 Jesus said

to her, "I am the resurrec�on and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he

die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never

die. Do you believe this?" 27 She said to him, "Yes, Lord; I believe that you are

the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world."           John 11:14-27

Jesus tells His disciples that Lazarus has died.  He tells them He’s glad He wasn’t

there so that they might believe.  See Thomas’ despair in v. 16.  “Let us also go,

that we may die with him.”  They can’t see the whole picture.  All they see is a

fatalis�c Jesus who, as far as they’re concerned doesn’t or won’t see what is

clearly going to happen.  

When Jesus arrives at their home, Martha comes out to meet Him – hoping that

He s�ll might be able to do something.  Mary, apparently not so hopeful, stays

in the house.  Jesus tells Martha that Lazarus will rise.  She says she knows he’ll

rise on the last day.  What she’s wan�ng to ask but won’t is, “Will you raise him

up today?”  Then Jesus makes another veiled claim to deity: Life is in God alone.

When Jesus claims that He is the resurrec�on and the life, He’s is claiming to be

God.  

This is followed by John’s favorite word – “everyone who lives and believes in me

shall never die.”  Jesus words are clearly meant for more than just Martha.  They

are directed to us.  We are, all of us, aware of our mortality.  When the �me

comes we all will deal with death, each in our own speci3c circumstances.  Hear

Martha’s words, knowing that Lazarus is dead, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are

the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”  In the midst of a very

despairing �me, she holds on fast to her faith.

Week 1: John 1:1–12:33 4



May 3 Morning Reading

28  When she had said  this,  she  went  and called her  sister  Mary,  saying in

private, "The Teacher is here and is calling for you." 29 And when she heard it,

she rose quickly and went to him. 30  Now Jesus had not yet come into the

village, but was s�ll in the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews

who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go

out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep

there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his

feet, saying to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have

died." 33  When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her

also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34  And

he said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see."
35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 37 But some of them

said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this

man from dying?"                                      John 11:28-37

Martha gets her sister and tells her that Jesus is looking for her.  Mary goes to

Jesus and says to Him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have

died.”  Mary seems to be saying that she believes that where there is life there is

s�ll hope.  But once death has taken its toll, there is nothing that anyone, God

Himself included, can do.  In v. 37, the crowd chimes in and seems to agree with

Mary that  Jesus  might have been able  to make a di&erence  if  only  He had

arrived earlier.  

Do you remember Jesus remark earlier about wai�ng for Lazarus to die before

going?  Perhaps Jesus waited for this very purpose.  He demonstrates His power

more e&ec�vely by raising a dead Lazarus back to life than if He had merely

healed an ailing Lazarus.   Again we see that,  in the opinion of many, God’s

power is not complete.  The thought is as though He can help us to the point of

death, but once death has occurred He can do no more.  

We talk all the �me about trus�ng Jesus in all circumstances but we rarely have

to stare death in the face.  What about you?  What does your faith say in the

circumstance where death has already occurred?

5 Week 1: John 1:1–12:33



Evening Reading May 3

38  Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a

stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of

the dead man, said to him, "Lord, by this �me there will be an odor, for he has

been dead  four  days." 40  Jesus  said  to  her,  "Did  I  not  tell  you  that  if  you

believed you would see the glory of God?" 41 So they took away the stone. And

Jesus li6ed up his eyes and said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me.
42  I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people

standing around, that they may believe that you sent me." 43  When he had

said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out." 44  The

man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and

his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him

go."                                       John 11:38-44

Jesus goes to Lazarus’ tomb.  He asks that the tomb be opened.  Martha, who

seems to have more faith than her sister says, “Lord, by this �me there will be

an odor,  for he has been dead four days.”  The unspoken implica�on of her

comment is that the longer someone has been dead, the harder it will be for

Jesus to raise them back to life, if He can do it at all.  The natural changes that

follow death over �me will be too much for Jesus to overcome.  It is easy to say

that  the power of  God overrules  everything else.   But  when faced with  the

details that we know to be true about certain events, it can be hard to trust that

God will be able to help us with our par�cular problem.  

How di�cult it must have been for Jesus.  Even as He is performing the works

that will very soon lead to His death, He is confronted, �me and again, with a

lack of  faith  from those who love Him most  and know Him best.   Can you

imagine the loneliness that Jesus must have felt at �mes like this?  That, too, is

part of what He has to endure for our sake.

23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his

name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did

not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people.               John 2:23-24

Week 1: John 1:1–12:33 6



May 4 Morning Reading

45  Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what

he did, believed in him, 46  but some of them went to the Pharisees and told

them what Jesus had done. 47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered

the council and said, "What are we to do? For this man performs many signs.
48  If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans

will come and take away both our place and our na�on."             John 11:45-48

Again John presents us with the contrast between those who believe and those

who do not.  Those who believe stay close, joyous because of what Jesus has

done and eager to see what He might do next.  Those who don’t believe run to

the Pharisees to report on Jesus’  deeds.  All are playing a role in God’s plans.

Those who believe are glorying God and providing us a model for what faith

should look like.  Those who don’t believe are ac�ng against God and s�rring up

the Jewish leadership against Jesus.  This too is part of God’s plan.  

How ironic that even those who intend to stop Jesus are,  in reality,  working

things out according to the Father’s will.

7 Week 1: John 1:1–12:33



Evening Evening May 4

49  But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them,

"You know nothing at all. 50  Nor do you understand that it is be$er for you

that one man should die for the people, not that the whole na�on should

perish." 51 He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year

he prophesied that Jesus would die for the na�on, 52  and not for the na�on

only,  but  also  to  gather  into  one  the  children  of  God  who  are  sca$ered

abroad. 53 So from that day on they made plans to put him to death. 

                                      John 11:49-53

As was just men�oned, it is ironic to see how God uses those who oppose His

will  to further His purposes.  That irony reaches a crescendo in these verses.

Caiaphas, the high priest says, “Nor do you understand that it be�er for you

that  one  man should  die  for  the  people,  not  that  the  whole  na�on  should

perish.”  John makes it plain for us that Caiaphas had no clue about what he

was  saying.   Even though he did  not  know it,  God,  by  the Holy  Spirit,  was

working in Caiaphas and giving him His words to speak. I think God had John

include this  to  demonstrate clearly  to us  just how complete and total  is  His

control over our lives.  

Week 1: John 1:1–12:33 8



May 5 Morning Reading

54  Jesus therefore no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from

there to the region near the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and there

he stayed with the disciples. 55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and

many went up from the country to Jerusalem before the Passover to purify

themselves. 56  They were looking for Jesus and saying to one another as they

stood in the temple, "What do you think? That he will not come to the feast

at all?" 57  Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if

anyone knew where he was, he should let them know, so that they might

arrest him.                                       John 11:54-57

For the moment, Jesus evades arrest.  But it’s only a temporary retreat.  He will

soon bring things to a climax and force the Jewish leaders to act against Him.

Imagine His anxiety as the �me comes closer and closer.  His sense of isola�on

must have become almost unbearable.  His only consola�on was that the Father

heard Him.  As John told us at the end of chapter 2,  He trusted Himself to no

man.  But He did completely put Himself in the Father’s hands.  There was a day

not too far in the future when even the Father would forsake Him.  To pay the

price of sin, even the Father would turn His back on the Son.  

To pay the en�re price of sin, death must be faced completely alone.  Anyone

who  refuses  to  accept  Jesus’  sacri3ce  will,  by  their  own  choice,  encounter

eternal death, totally alone.  Complete and eternal isola�on – totally apart from

God;  and  therefore,  since  God  is  the  source  of  everything,  apart  from

everything.  What a horrible thought!

46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli,

lema sabachthani?" that is, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 

                                   Ma$hew 27:46

Remember, He was a human being like you and me.  He would have to face

death completely alone, trus�ng that the Father would not leave Him dead but

would raise Him back up to life – just like you and me!

9 Week 1: John 1:1–12:33



Evening Reading  May 5

1  Six  days  before  the  Passover,  Jesus  therefore  came  to  Bethany,  where

Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for

him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at

table. 3  Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure

nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair.  The

house was 2lled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of

his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said,  5 "Why was this ointment

not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?"  6  He said this, not

because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief,  and having

charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it.  7

Jesus said, "Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my burial. 8

For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me." 

                                          John 12:1-8

Less than a week before His su&ering, death and resurrec�on, Jesus goes back

to Bethany and joins in a dinner party with Lazarus and his sisters.  Mary, who

had shown less faith than her sister Martha, washes Jesus feet with her hair,

and pours on expensive perfume.  John tells us that Judas Iscariot was a thief.  

John is the only gospel writer to give us that bit of informa�on.  Judas is upset,

not on account of the poor as he claims, but because of his own personal loss.

Jesus’  response gives yet  another  clue  to His  disciples  about what will  soon

happen to Him.

Week 1: John 1:1–12:33 10



May 6 Morning Reading

9 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came,

not only on account of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from

the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 11

because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing

in Jesus.                                         John 12:9-11

Now John lets us know that Jesus’ plans are working out as He intends.  Jesus’

ac�ons are having their e&ect.  Many Jews were coming to believe in Jesus.  The

chief priests are seeking all the more to put Jesus to death and Lazarus as well.

(Have you ever thought that Lazarus, whom Jesus had raised back to life, was

one of a very few people in scripture who had to die TWICE to this life?)

11 Week 1: John 1:1–12:33



Evening Reading May 6

12  The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus

was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out

to meet him, crying out, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of

the Lord, even the King of Israel!" 14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat

on it, just as it is wri$en, 15  "Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is

coming, siLng on a donkey's colt!" 16  His disciples did not understand these

things at 2rst, but when Jesus was glori2ed, then they remembered that these

things had been wri$en about him and had been done to him. 17  The crowd

that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised

him from the dead con�nued to bear witness. 18  The reason why the crowd

went  to  meet  him  was  that  they  heard  he  had  done  this  sign. 19  So  the

Pharisees said to one another, "You see that you are gaining nothing. Look,

the world has gone a6er him."                                       John 12:12-19

Jesus’ work is just about 3nished.  A crowd has assembled in Bethany because

they’ve heard about Lazarus’ resurrec�on.  Having celebrated this miracle, they

now come to Jesus with praise and honor.  Remember how many �mes Jesus

had encouraged people to believe in Him because of what He had done – the

same things  that  He  saw the Father  doing.   Note  the  people’s  words  here.

“Hosanna!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of

Israel!”  

By worshiping Him “in the name of the Lord,” they are worshiping Him for doing

the same things that the Father does – things done under the authority of the

Father.  When they call Him “the King of Israel,” they show that they now see

Him as the equal of the Father.

Week 1: John 1:1–12:33 12



May 7 Morning Reading

20 Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks.
21 So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him,

"Sir, we wish to see Jesus." 22 Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip

went and told Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the

Son of Man to be glori2ed. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat

falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
25  Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will

keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I

am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor

him.                                       John 12:20-26

The �me for Jesus’ sacri3ce is at hand.  The �me of His public ministry is over.

When some people approach Philip asking to speak to Jesus, Jesus’ response is

that it’s now �me for Him to be glori3ed.  He tells Philip that His death will be

very fruiKul.  He then gives Philip what may be the most important aphorism in

scripture.   “Whoever loves his life loses it,  and whoever hates his  life in this

world will keep it for eternal life.”

Do not hold on so closely to this life that you lose sight of what God is asking

you to do while it lasts.  This life is surely temporary.  Do not try to secure this

transitory life at all costs.  According to scripture, not only will the e&ort be in

vain, but it also has implica�ons on the life to come.

13 Week 1: John 1:1–12:33



Evening Reading May 7

27  "Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this

hour'? But for this purpose I  have come to this hour.  28  Father, glorify your

name." Then a voice came from heaven: "I have glori2ed it, and I will glorify it

again." 29 The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered.

Others said, "An angel has spoken to him." 30 Jesus answered, "This voice has

come for your sake, not mine. 31  Now is the judgment of this world; now will

the ruler of this world be cast out. 32 And I, when I am li6ed up from the earth,

will draw all people to myself." 33  He said this to show by what kind of death

he was going to die.                                       John 12:27-33

Jesus is troubled by the knowledge of what will soon take place.  His will is that

He might be spared this trial if there is any other way.  Of course, He also knows

that there is no other way.  He proclaims that He has come into the world for

this very purpose – to die in your place and mine.  Having stated the source of

His  “trouble,”  He  then says  how He will  deal  with it  –  “Father,  glorify  your

name.”  He will put His will aside and do the Father’s will.

13  Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his

friends.                                            John 15:13

This trial was what loving the Father and loving His neighbor meant for Jesus.

What does it mean for you to love God and neighbor?

Week 1: John 1:1–12:33 14



Notes from Home Church
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Community Prayers
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May 8 Morning Reading

34  So the crowd answered him, "We have heard from the Law that the Christ

remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be li6ed up? Who

is this Son of Man?" 35  So Jesus said to them, "The light is among you for a

li$le while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you.

The one who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going.  36 While

you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light."

When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them.  

                                      John 12:34-36

The people had been taught that the Messiah, when He came, would remain

with them forever.  For them, He simply had to come and stay.  But Jesus knew

how this verse would 3nd its ful3llment.  He would come, die, be resurrected,

ascend to heaven and later come a second �me.  His existence is eternal.  He

has always been with His people and He will always be with us. The mode of His

presence with us changes over �me.  Today He is present with us by His Spirit –

the Holy Spirit.  (See Acts 16:7 and Phil 1:19.)

16  Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in

you?                               1 Corinthians 3:16

17  Now the Lord is  the Spirit,  and where the Spirit  of  the Lord is,  there is

freedom.                               2 Corinthians 3:17
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Evening Reading May 8

37 Though he had done so many signs before them, they s�ll did not believe in

him, 38 so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be ful2lled: "Lord,

who has believed what he heard from us, and to whom has the arm of the

Lord been revealed?" 39 Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said,
40 "He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, lest they see with their

eyes, and understand with their heart, and turn, and I would heal them." 41

Isaiah  said  these  things  because  he  saw  his  glory  and  spoke  of  him. 42

Nevertheless, many even of the authori�es believed in him, but for fear of the

Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the

synagogue; 43  for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the

glory that comes from God.                                       John 12:37-43

Verses 39-40 are quoted from Isaiah 6:9-10.  

9  And he said,  "Go, and say to this  people:  "'Keep on hearing,  but do not

understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.' 10  Make the heart of this

people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they see with their

eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn and

be healed." Isaiah 6:9-10

It may seem, here in John 12, that God is blinding the eyes and hardening the

hearts of people to keep them from repen�ng and being saved.  But a closer

look  at  Isaiah  6  helps  to  clear  things  up.   In  Isaiah  6:9-10  we  see  God

encouraging Isaiah to con�nue preaching the message God has given him even

though the people will not receive it.  In so doing Isaiah makes “the heart of this

people dull.”  The people become hardened to the word as it is repeated over

and again and met over and again with disbelief.  It is the people themselves

who harden their own hearts.  God has sent His message clearly through Isaiah,

but it has been met only with disbelief so God gives the people over to exile

since they will not repent.  

In the same way, here in the NT,  those who will not repent of their sin are given

over to the penalty due their sin.   Through Isaiah God hardens the unbelievers’

hearts  by  repea�ng His  o&er  of  salva�on over  and over  to  no  good e&ect.

Unbelievers, by refusing to believe, become like the idols they worship, unable

to see and unable to hear!  (Psalm 115:4-8)

In v. 42, John concludes this sec�on saying that, in spite of the unbelief of many,

there were many authori�es who, although afraid to say so publicly, did put

their faith and trust in Jesus.
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May 9 Morning Reading

44  And Jesus cried out and said, "Whoever believes in me, believes not in me

but in him who sent me. 45  And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. 46  I

have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not

remain in darkness. 47 If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do

not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world.  48

The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word

that I have spoken will judge him on the last day.  49  For I have not spoken on

my  own  authority,  but  the  Father  who  sent  me  has  himself  given  me  a

commandment--  what  to  say  and  what  to  speak. 50  And  I  know  that  his

commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has

told me."                                       John 12:44-50

Once again Jesus bases His authority not on Himself but on His Father.  This is a

recurrent theme in John and the other gospels.  Others came through Jerusalem

from �me to �me claiming to be the Messiah.  Many, if not most, were violent

men who wound up in prison or dead.  

Remember Barabbas, the prisoner that Pilate released to the people.  His name,

Barabbas, is Aramaic.  It means son of the father.  While no one can say for

sure,  he  may  have  been  a  false  messiah  who  claimed  that  he  would  free

Jerusalem from foreign rulers.   Jesus’  intent,  by  basing His  authority  on the

Father, was to drive people back to the scripture – the Father’s word – where

they might see what He, the true Messiah, would look like - what He would do

and say.  Then they might come to understand that He was the true Messiah.

But  just  as  it  happened  with  the  prophet  Isaiah,  the  repeated  calls  to

repentance only dimmed the eyes and dulled the hearing of those who refused

to see and hear.
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Evening Reading May 9

1  Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had

come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who

were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil

had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, 3

Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he

had come from God and was going back to God, 4  rose from supper. He laid

aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, �ed it around his waist.  5  Then

he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to

wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon

Peter, who said to him, "Lord, do you wash my feet?" 7  Jesus answered him,

"What  I  am  doing  you  do  not  understand  now,  but  a6erward  you  will

understand." 8  Peter  said  to  him,  "You  shall  never  wash  my  feet."  Jesus

answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no share with me." 9  Simon

Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" 10

Jesus said to him, "The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for

his feet, but is completely clean.  And you are clean, but not every one of

you."                                         John 13:1-10

At the Passover meal, Jesus takes the opportunity to wash His disciples feet.

The roads in Pales�ne were dusty.  When guests arrived at a friend’s house for

supper, it was customary to have a servant wash their feet to cleanse them.

Here  Jesus  girds  Himself  with  a  towel  and  perform  this  menial  task.   The

imagery is clear.  Before the supper He washed their feet with water.  A!er the

supper, His arrest, trial and cruci3xion would quickly follow.  He would wash

them again, this second �me with His blood to cleanse them from their sin.

At 3rst, Peter refuses to allow Jesus to wash him.  Once he realizes that this is

the only way he can have no rela�onship with Jesus, Peter answers, then not

just my feet, but wash my hands and my head too!  Jesus says that it is only

necessary to wash his feet.  Accep�ng Jesus is a humbling experience.  To accept

Him is to reject all else.  When a person receives Jesus, s/he is declaring that

everything they used to believe they now count as nothing.  Before they thought

that they would 3nd a way to God on their own.  Now they know that the only

way to the Father is through the Son.

8  Indeed,  I  count  everything  as  loss  because  of  the  surpassing  worth  of

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have su@ered the loss of all things

and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ          Philippians 3:8
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May 10 Morning Reading

11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, "Not all of you

are clean." 12  When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments

and resumed his place,  he said to them, "Do you understand what I  have

done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If

I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash

one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do

just as I have done to you. 16  Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater

than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.  17  If

you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.                John 13:11-17

Jesus here explains that since He who is the Teacher has washed our feet, so we

should also wash one another’s feet.  If He, who is above all, is willing to humble

Himself and perform the most menial tasks for us, then we ought to be willing

to do the same for each other.  

Our pride can become the root of all sorts of evil.  It’s important to remember,

especially when we are demeaned by others, that we are to be their servant.

When we are  mistreated,  if  we respond by mistrea�ng others,  then we are

wrong.  This is not who we are!  

How di�cult Jesus it must have been for Jesus to endure His su&ering without

o&ering  even a  word  against  those  who were persecu�ng Him.   He  had to

remain silent.  He was dying for the very ones who were killing Him.  If He had

spoken out against  them, He could not claim that He was loving them and

o&ering Himself on their behalf.  For the sake of His integrity and that of the

Father, He did not curse.  He completely and totally entrusted Himself into the

Father’s care.  

We are all  familiar  with the failure of  giving into tempta�on of  a far  lesser

degree than our Lord and Savior.  Thank God that when we are weak, the Spirit

of God living in us is able to sustain us through di�cult �mes.  

May we walk close enough to God that when trials come, our response is to

submit ourselves to His leading and overcome pride – to love when even it is

very costly to love.

God Himself is living in us and will o&er us all we need in all circumstances.  Do

you fully trust Him in this?
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Evening Reading May 10

18  I  am  not  speaking  of  all  of  you;  I  know  whom  I  have  chosen.  But  the

Scripture will be ful2lled, 'He who ate my bread has li6ed his heel against me.'
19 I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place

you may believe that I am he. 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the

one I send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent

me." 21 A6er saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and tes�2ed,

"Truly, truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me." 22 The disciples looked at

one another, uncertain of whom he spoke. 23 One of his disciples, whom Jesus

loved, was reclining at table at Jesus' side, 24 so Simon Peter mo�oned to him

to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25 So that disciple, leaning back against

Jesus, said to him, "Lord, who is it?" 26 Jesus answered, "It is he to whom I will

give this morsel of bread when I have dipped it." So when he had dipped the

morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.                    John 13:18-26

Jesus tells His disciples that one of them is a traitor.  The disciples are curious to

know who this traitor is.  When John asks Him, Jesus tells him that Judas, the

son of Simon Iscariot, is the traitor.

In v. 20, Jesus repeats the idea once again for us that His authority is from the

Father.  He depends upon the Father’s witness to prove that He genuinely is who

He claims to be.  Jesus provides all these details so that later, a!er He’d been

raised from the dead His disciples might remember these things and, 3nding

them foretold in scripture, would be even more convinced that He truly is the

Son of God.
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May 11 Morning Evening

27  Then a6er he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to

him, "What you are going to do, do quickly." 28 Now no one at the table knew

why  he  said  this  to  him. 29  Some  thought  that,  because  Judas  had  the

moneybag, Jesus was telling him, "Buy what we need for the feast," or that

he should give  something  to  the poor. 30  So,  a6er  receiving  the  morsel  of

bread, he immediately went out. And it was night. 31  When he had gone out,

Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glori2ed, and God is glori2ed in him.  32  If

God is glori2ed in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at

once.                                       John 13:27-32

Satan enters Judas and drives him into his treachery. Jesus is acutely aware of

what is happening.  He does not try to stop Judas.  Rather He tells Judas to do

quickly what he is going to do.  John makes it clear that no one else at the table

was aware.  

Note the end of v. 30, “it was night.”  Darkness reigns for the �me being.  Satan

will  be allowed to control events as he desires.  The great irony here is that

Satan is actually doing the very thing that will prove to be his undoing.  So it is

with all sin.  O!en the one who sins feels he is somehow bene3�ng himself.  But

the truth is, of course, that sin causes great harm.  

Interes�ngly,  it is at night,  in the darkness, that the Son of Man is glori3ed.

Jesus, who is the Light of the World, walks bravely into the darkness to expose

the devil and all sin for what they are.  His ac�ons will condemn Satan and o&er

atonement to people who will repent of their sins and turn to Him.
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Evening Reading May 11

33 Li$le children, yet a li$le while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I

said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, 'Where I am going you cannot

come.' 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as

I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35  By this all people will

know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 36  Simon

Peter said to him, "Lord, where are you going?" Jesus answered him, "Where I

am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow a6erward." 37  Peter

said to him, "Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for

you." 38 Jesus answered, "Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say

to you, the rooster will not crow �ll you have denied me three �mes. 

                                      John 13:33-38

Jesus says that He is giving a new commandment, “that you love one another:

just as I have loved you.”  The idea that we are to love one another is not new.

Jesus had earlier in His ministry taught that to love God and neighbor is the very

heart of the law:

35  And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a ques�on to test him. 36  "Teacher,

which is the great commandment in the Law?" 37  And he said to him, "You

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and

with all your mind. 38 This is the great and 2rst commandment. 39 And a second

is  like  it:  You  shall  love  your  neighbor  as  yourself. 40  On  these  two

commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets."        Ma$hew 22:35-40

What is di&erent is the extent that we should go to in loving one another.  We

are to love one another “as I have loved you.”  Driven by His love for us, Jesus

held nothing back.  As the Father had asked Him, He poured out His very life for

our sake.  Now, we can love one another as He loved us.  

It’s important to remember that in ourselves, we are not capable of this kind of

love.  We have been given the Spirit of God to empower us with this love and

renew us.  In verse 37, Peter brashly claims that he loves Jesus to the extent that

he is willing to lay down his life for Him. Jesus’ response is that he does not yet

love Him as he ought.  We’ll see toward the end of this gospel that Jesus will

restore Peter and tell him that he will have the opportunity to love as he claims

here.  We can trust that when and if we 3nd ourselves in such a desperate and

di�cult situa�on, He will empower us to be able to love as He loves. 
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May 12 Morning Reading

1 "Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.  2 In my

Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I

go to prepare a place for you? 3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will

come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.  4

And you know the way to where I am going." 5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we

do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?" 6 Jesus said to

him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father

except through me.   John 14:1-6

The last few verses of chapter 13 can be very heavy indeed.  Having wri�en

them, John goes on to quote Jesus saying, “Let not your hearts be troubled.”

God does not want us walking around fearful of some great trial that awaits us

in the future.  We are simply to put our faith in God and love Him.  That will

keep us safe.

18  There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do

with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 

   1 John 4:18

Jesus promises that He will return and bring us to Himself.  When Thomas says,

“Lord, we do not know where you are going.  How can we know the way?  Jesus

responds, “I am the way, and the truth and the life.”  Truly salva�on is found in

Him and nowhere else.

11  This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has

become the cornerstone. 12  And there is salva�on in no one else, for there is

no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." 

 Acts 4:11-12
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Evening Reading May 12

7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on

you do know him and have seen him." 8 Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the

Father, and it is enough for us." 9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so

long, and you s�ll do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen

the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10 Do you not believe that I

am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not

speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works.
11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on

account of the works themselves.        John 14:7-11

Jesus  reiterates  that to know Him is  to  know the Father.   This  message His

disciples had heard �me and again from the start of His ministry.  Yet, despite

this,  Philip  immediately says,  “Show us  the Father,  and it  is  enough for us.”

Read Jesus’ response in vv. 9-11.  

Imagine Jesus’ frustra�on.  His disciples, those who know Him best, a!er three

years of following Him and listening to His teaching, s�ll do not grasp this basic

fundamental truth about who He is!  Whatever the thoughts that ran through

Jesus’ mind at this point, in just a few verses He explains to His disciples that the

Holy Spirit will remind them of all that they need at the proper �me.

26  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he

will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to

you.     John 14:26

At �mes it may feel as though we do not yet know all that we need to know.  It

can  even  become burdensome  to  think  of  all  the  work  and  study  it  would

require to know what we feel we should know.  These verses provide solace and

encouragement  for  �mes  like  this.   We  don’t  need  to  depend  on  our  own

knowledge or abili�es.  Jesus wants us to depend on Him and His Spirit.  

May we learn to trust that He will always remind us of all that we need when

we need it.  Of course, that does not excuse us from doing our due diligence to

engage in the learning process.  That’s simply being a disciple!  However, it does

remove the pressure of performance.  

3 Not that we are suNcient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us,

but our suNciency is from God,                                 2 Corinthians 3:5
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May 13 Morning Reading

12 "Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that

I do;  and greater works than these will  he do,  because I  am going to the

Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be

glori2ed in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.  15 "If you

love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he

will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth,

whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him.

You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 18  "I will not leave

you as orphans; I will come to you. 19  Yet a li$le while and the world will see

me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 

                                     John 14:12-19

Those who believe in Him will do even greater things than Jesus did because, “I

am going to the Father.”   When Jesus ascended to the Father the Holy Spirit

came to dwell in the hearts of believers.  It was by the power of the Spirit that

those 3rst believers saw mighty miracles at work in and through them.  

I think there are two reasons why we see li�le of this in our �me.  First, I wonder

about our faith.  Do we have the same deep and abiding faith that the early

church did?  Do we  expect God to move through us as the early church did?

Second, I wonder if we put ourselves in situa�ons where the Spirit will move.

The 3rst disciples spoke boldly everywhere they went preaching the Word of

God.  The Spirit, working in Jesus’ life worked miracles as a witness to the truth

that Jesus was teaching.  Do we spread the Word into our communi�es like they

did?  

We do hear of miracles happening in parts of the world where the gospel of

Christ is preached clearly  and with boldness; and the church is expanding in

these places.  Perhaps, if we dared to share the gospel with that same freedom

and boldness, the Spirit might move and work miracles as proof of the things

we would be saying.
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Evening Reading May 13

20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.
21  Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me.

And he who loves me will  be loved by my Father, and I  will  love him and

manifest myself to him." 22  Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, "Lord, how is it

that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?" 23 Jesus answered

him, "If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him,

and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24  Whoever does not

love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but

the Father's who sent me.                                       John 14:20-24

Here is a theme that is very important to Jesus.  He extends the concept of unity

that exists between the Father and the Son to include us, those who believe in

Him.  This theme of unity will be developed much further in chapter 17 of John’s

gospel.  Chapter 17 is commonly known as “The High Priestly Prayer.”  (More on

this later.)

You may be familiar with the process that took place in order to develop the

New Testament we have today.  It took centuries for the church to determine

which  books  belonged  in  the  NT.   In  the  process  there  were,  as  you might

expect, many discussions about how to determine which books to include and

which to exclude.  There were those who wanted to leave the gospels out of the

canon.  They argued that there was too much disagreement between grace as

explained in Paul’s le�ers and passages like verse 21 above, where Jesus says,

“Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me.”  

The discussion in the church about “grace vs.  works” is  even older than the

reforma�on!  As we’ve seen before, there is only one gospel message.  Salva�on

is o&ered to all people on the basis of faith alone.  What Jesus is saying here in

v. 21, and other similar verses in the gospels, is that if a person truly has faith,

then  good  works  expressed  through  keeping  the  commandments  will

necessarily follow.  Those works do not save but they do provide evidence that

faith is genuine and, as a result of genuine faith, salva�on is realized.
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May 14 Morning Reading

25  "These things I  have spoken to you while I  am s�ll  with you.  26  But the

Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach

you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give

to you. Let not your hearts be troubled,  neither let them be afraid.  28  You

heard me say to you, 'I am going away, and I will come to you.' If you loved

me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father

is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when

it does take place you may believe. 30  I will no longer talk much with you, for

the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me,              John 14:25-30

Jesus now tells his disciples explicitly that the Holy Spirit will come soon and will

con�nue the work that He began.  The Spirit will teach them and remind them

of all He had said.  Jesus reassures them that they don’t need to fear.  Though

Satan is coming and for a �me it will appear as though he has won, that �me

will  be  short.   It  will  very  quickly  become apparent that  Jesus  has  won the

victory!  In some of the last moments that Jesus shares with His disciples, He

wants  to  reassure  them  that  things  will  work  out  as  He  intends.   He  will

overcome death and His disciples will 3nd the unity that He’d spoken of.  

When  trials  come  your  way,  do  you  remind  yourself  that  they  cannot  last

forever?  Remember that although it may seem like a long �me wai�ng, God’s

provision will eventually meet all your needs!  Scripture a�rms for us that night

itself will pass away and the Lord will be our light.

4  They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5  And night

will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will

be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.                   Revela�on 22:4-5
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Evening Reading May 14

31 but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that

I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here.      John 14:31

This  chapter  concludes  with  Jesus  sta�ng that  the proof  of  His  love for  the

Father  is  the  very  fact  that  He  did  as  the  Father  commanded.   Love  is

demonstrated by what it does.  If it does nothing, then it is nothing.  

14  And as Moses li6ed up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of

Man be li6ed up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16 "For

God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in

him should not perish but have eternal life. John 3:14-16

The Father’s love for us resulted in Him taking great measures, at great cost to

Himself,  to restore good rela�onship between Him and us.  Jesus o&ered His

obedience to the Father as proof of His love for Him.  The same is true for every

believer.  No one will be saved by doing good works.  At the same �me, all who

believe will submit themselves to God and their obedience will result in good

works.  Those good works serve as proof, both to the world and to the believer,

that faith is genuine.
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Notes from Home Church
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Community Prayers
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May 15 Morning Reading

1  "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2  Every branch in me

that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit

he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the

word that I have spoken to you. 4  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch

cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless

you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me

and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do

nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and

withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the 2re, and burned. 7 If

you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it

will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glori2ed, that you bear much fruit

and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved

you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my

love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love.  11

These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your

joy may be full. John 15:1-11

Jesus encourages us to remain faithful to do what the Spirit leads us to do.  He

says explicitly that the branch without fruit will  be removed.  He goes on to

explain the bigger picture.  “Abide in me, and I in you.”  The star�ng place is

having faith and because of that faith, Jesus by His Holy Spirit, is in you!  This is

how the good fruit is produced.  When we stay rooted in Him then we will bear

much fruit.  

Take another look at verse 8.  If you abide in Him, you will bear much fruit and

in this way you will glorify the Father.  What does it look like to abide?  “If you

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love.”  This is how Jesus did it and

how we are called to as well.  

The Holy Spirit in every sincere believer not only shows us how to live, but gives

us the strength to do those things.  He gives us success in all these things.  There

is no need to fear or doubt!  Note how this sec�on ends, that in living this way,

we will 3nd true joy.

12  Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in

my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salva�on

with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to

work for his good pleasure.                             Philippians 2:12-13
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Evening Reading May 15

12 "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  13

Greater love has no one than this,  that someone lay down his life for  his

friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I

call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but

I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made

known to you. 16  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you

that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that

whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things

I command you, so that you will love one another.       John 15:12-17

In  the  earlier  verses  of  this  chapter,  Jesus  explains  how you keep the  most

important of the commandments – to love God.  As we saw above, obeying the

Father as the Spirit leads, guides and enables us to demonstrate our love for

Him.  

Now Jesus tells us to keep the second of the two primary commandments – to

love  your  neighbor  as  yourself.   “Greater  love  has  no  one  than  this,  that

someone lay down his life for his friends.”  Jesus is saying that what was true for

Him is also true for you.  Is there anything that you would refuse to sacri3ce for

your neighbor?  Is there anything you’d refuse to sacri3ce for God?  Most of us

will not be asked to make the ul�mate sacri3ces of our own lives, but some have

and more will be.  Even today, in some parts of the world, people are giving up

their lives for Jesus’ sake.

These are sobering thoughts.  How far are you willing to go in your love for God

and neighbor?
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May 16 Morning Reading

18 "If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If

you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you

are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world

hates you. 20  Remember the word that I said to you: 'A servant is not greater

than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they

kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But all these things they will do to

you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me. 

      John 15:18-21

Having explained the lengths to which you may have to go in your rela�onship

with God, Jesus now o&ers a word of  comfort.   He wants you to know that

whatever the Father may ask you to do, you will not be the 3rst or only one

asked to o&er everything to God.  Jesus Himself has gone before you.  Jesus says

that, as a follower of His, you no longer belong to the world.  The result of not

belonging to the world - “the world hates you.”  

Since the world persecuted Him, it will persecute you.  In verse 21, Jesus tells us

to remember, at the bo�om of it all, the real issue is not about you.  The real

issue is that the world does not know the Father.  As a believer God asks you to

love a world that does not love you in return.  Loving those who hate you is a

di�cult task.  This is a Divine Love, not of this world.  

Do not expect the world to change its mind and to decide to love you.  That will

not happen.  At the same �me, never forget that God loves you, is for you and is

working all things together for your good.  He wants you to trust Him and hold

fast un�l the end.

7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the

one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise

of God.'      Revela�on 2:7
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Evening Reading May 16

22  If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of

sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my

Father also. 24  If I had not done among them the works that no one else did,

they would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both me

and my Father. 25  But the word that is wri$en in their Law must be ful2lled:

'They hated me without a cause.' 26 "But when the Helper comes, whom I will

send  to  you  from  the  Father,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  who proceeds  from  the

Father,  he  will  bear  witness  about  me. 27  And  you  also  will  bear  witness,

because you have been with me from the beginning.       John 15:22-27

The gospel is a double-edged sword.  For those who hear the Word and repent,

it leads to shalom; for those who reject it, the Word brings guilt for their sin and

removes any and all excuse.  

When Jesus came, He revealed the Father.  To mock and despise Him is to mock

and  despise  the  Father.   Nonetheless,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  ac�ve  and  moving

throughout the world.  He is living in the heart of every true believer leading

and enabling us to use the gi!s that He brings  to glorify  the Father.   He is

working in the lives of all unbelievers to point them to Jesus, that they might

repent and be saved.
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May 17 Morning Reading

1 "I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 2 They will

put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills

you will think he is o@ering service to God. 3  And they will do these things

because they have not  known the Father,  nor me. 4  But I  have said  these

things to you, that when their  hour comes you may remember that I  told

them to you. "I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I

was with you. 5 But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks

me, 'Where are you going?' 6  But because I  have said these things to you,

sorrow has 2lled your heart. 7  Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your

advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to

you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8  And when he comes, he will convict

the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 9  concerning sin,

because they do not believe in me; 10  concerning righteousness, because I go

to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 11 concerning judgment, because

the ruler of this world is judged. 12 "I s�ll have many things to say to you, but

you cannot bear them now.         John 16:1-12

As His �me is drawing to a close, Jesus tells His disciples what to expect.  He tells

them that people, thinking they are doing service to God, will try to kill them.

Jesus reminds them that the persecu�on they will face is not due to them.  The

persecu�on is due to the fact that people don’t know Jesus or the Father.  Jesus

knows they’ll be sorry when He leaves, but He encourages them.  He lets them

know it’s to their advantage that He goes so that the Spirit might come.  He

iden�3es the Spirit by the �tle “Helper.”  His presence with us is be�er than

Jesus’ presence, because the human being Jesus could be in only one place at a

�me, but the Spirit is present with each and every believer living right inside us.

He is  a  true Helper!   As  Jesus  said,  He will  a)  convict  the  world  of  sin  and

righteousness and  b) convict the world concerning judgment.

Through you and me The Holy Spirit is e&ec�ve today working to a�ain the two

major  goals  listed  above.   He wants  people  to  see their  sin  and what  true

righteousness looks like so that they will turn from their sin, repent and enter in

a  vital  living  rela�onship  with  Jesus.   He  wants  people  to  be  convinced  of

judgment.  He wants them to understand that God is a just and holy God.  While

it  is hard for us to grasp how He can bring jus�ce in every case where it  is

needed, we trust that the Father will do so.  He is holy and so we must be holy

as well.

How is the Spirit moving in your life to accomplish the Father’s goals?
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Evening Reading May 17

13  When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he

will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and

he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he

will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine;

therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 16 "A li$le

while, and you will see me no longer; and again a li$le while, and you will see

me."       John 16:13-16

As Jesus con�nues speaking of the Holy Spirit, He gives us some idea of what

the Trinity is.  Note how the Spirit guides us “into all truth.”  That truth is the

Father’s and the Son has come to make the Father’s truth known in the world.

So the goal of the Spirit’s work is the same goal that the Father and the Son are

pursuing.  

The Spirit “will not speak on His own authority.”  This mirrors what Jesus said

about Himself – that He did only what He saw the Father doing.  So just as the

Son submi�ed Himself to the Father, so does the Spirit.  Verse 14 reiterates this

idea,  as the Son worked to bring glory to the Father, so the Spirit will work to

bring glory to the Son.  As Jesus has been given everything the Father has, the

Spirit has access to all things as well.  The Spirit will make all things known to us

as He works in us to accomplish the Father’s purpose through us.  The three are

one.  One in unity; one in purpose!
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May 18 Morning Reading

17 So some of his disciples said to one another, "What is this that he says to us,

'A li$le while, and you will not see me, and again a li$le while, and you will

see me';  and, 'because I  am going to the Father'?" 18  So they were saying,

"What does he mean by 'a li$le while'? We do not know what he is talking

about." 19 Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, "Is this

what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, 'A li$le while and

you will not see me, and again a li$le while and you will see me'? 20  Truly,

truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You

will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 21 When a woman is giving

birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered

the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being

has been born into the world. 22  So also you have sorrow now, but I will see

you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from

you.                                       John 16:17-22

Jesus’ words may seem quite clear to us.  His disciples freely admi�ed that they

were at a loss.  We have the tremendous advantage of knowing the rest of the

story.  We know that the Father’s plan was the death of the Messiah.  We know

that the primary purpose of Jesus’ coming was that He would be cruci3ed for

our sins.  But, at this point in the story, the disciples don’t know that at all.

More likely  they expected,  as  many Jews did in that  �me, that the Messiah

would grow in popularity and power.  They probably expected that Jesus would

be magni3ed on earth and they themselves also since they were His disciples!

For them, the cruci3xion came out of le! 3eld.  That explains their behavior –

they were shocked.  They were broken and afraid for their own lives.  Overnight

their world was turned upside down.  Their joy was turned to mourning.  One

minute Jesus was with them and He was being praised by the crowds as they

made their way into Jerusalem.  A!er celebra�ng the Passover meal with Jesus,

things went very bad very fast.

For most of us today, life with Jesus is joyful and full.  Do you expect that it will

always  be  this  way?   How  would  you  respond  if  you  found  out  tomorrow,

perhaps  in  a  very  sudden  way,  that  your  circumstances  went  in  another

direc�on?  Would you be certain that God was s�ll in control?  For you, how

much depends on what is happening in your life and how much depends on your

faith in Jesus?  What do you do when you’re in the middle of the story, things

are not going well and you don’t yet know how it will end?
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Evening Reading May 18

23  In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever

you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. 24 Un�l now you have

asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be

full. 25 "I have said these things to you in 2gures of speech. The hour is coming

when I will no longer speak to you in 2gures of speech but will tell you plainly

about the Father. 26  In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to

you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; 27  for the Father himself loves

you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. 28 I

came from the Father and have come into the world, and now I am leaving

the world and going to the Father." 29  His disciples said,  "Ah, now you are

speaking plainly and not using 2gura�ve speech!                            John 16:23-29

Jesus con�nues talking with His disciples.  In verse 23 He tells them that the

Father will give them whatever they ask in His name.  He o&ers them comfor�ng

words that they might hold onto when, all  too soon, things will  seem to fall

apart and their Lord will be killed.  Jesus tells them that He will soon be leaving

the world.  At this the disciples respond and say, “’Ah, now you are speaking

plainly and not using 3gura�ve speech!’”  They thought they understood and

perhaps they did have a be�er grip on things than they’d had earlier.  But I don’t

think they really understood all that s�ll lay ahead – the threats against Jesus

and themselves, His bravery in facing the brutal punishment that awaited Him

and  their  cowardice  in  denying  Him  and  deser�ng  Him  in  His  trial  and

cruci3xion.  How di�cult it must have been for His disciples in the hours that led

up to His death and then on the following days before His resurrec�on!  Easter

morning  is  glorious  indeed.   The  �me  beginning  on  Friday  and  ending  on

Saturday night must have been unbearable.  But here’s the rub; if there is no

Good Friday, there can be no Easter morning.

Whatever  trials  may  come  against  you,  you  know  that  God  will  bring  you

through and when your test is past, then you will know a far greater joy than

you ever could have known before being tested.
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May 19 Morning Reading

30 Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to ques�on

you; this is why we believe that you came from God." 31 Jesus answered them,

"Do you now believe? 32 Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when

you will be sca$ered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am

not alone, for the Father is with me. 33 I have said these things to you, that in

me you may have peace.  In  the world  you will  have tribula�on.  But  take

heart; I have overcome the world."                                       John 16:30-33

The disciples demonstrate their faith in Jesus in v. 30.  Jesus responds by asking

if  they  do  believe.   He  knows  they  trust  Him,  but  they  don’t  know what  is

coming and how their faith will be sorely tested.  Jesus foretells how they will be

sca�ered and abandon Him.  But He assures them that He will not be totally

abandoned – the Father is with Him.  He warns them that they will experience

tribula�on in the world. But He also assures them that He has overcome the

world.

We too should not be surprised when tribula�on and trial comes our way.  We

can rest assured that Jesus has overcome the world.   When tough �mes do

come, put your faith in Jesus and expect that He will bring you through to a

glorious victory!
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Evening Reading May 19

1  When Jesus had spoken these words, he li6ed up his eyes to heaven, and

said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify

you, 2  since you have given him authority over all Oesh, to give eternal life to

all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the

only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glori2ed you on earth,

having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5  And now, Father,

glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the

world existed. 6  "I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave

me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they

have kept your word. 7  Now they know that everything that you have given

me is from you. 8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they

have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you;

and they have believed that you sent me. 9  I am praying for them. I am not

praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are

yours. 10  All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glori2ed in them. 

        John 17:1-10

Chapter 17 of John’s gospel is famously known as “The High Priestly Prayer.”

Having completed His conversa�on with the disciples in chapter 16, Jesus turns

His  a�en�on to praying to the  Father.   Pay  a�en�on to  the things  that He

highlights in this prayer.  These are issues that are of central importance to the

Father.   As Jesus begins,  He asks that the Father would glorify  Him that He

might glorify the Father.  The Father will glorify Him by raising Him back to life

a!er He dies.  Jesus’ resurrec�on is the most important fact about Chris�anity.

His resurrec�on is the pivotal point around which our faith is centered.  Paul

said that if  Christ is  not raised then we Chris�ans are the most pi�ful  of all

people.

17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is fu�le and you are s�ll in your

sins. 18  Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19  If in

Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pi�ed. 

      1 Corinthians 15:17-19

Many so-called Chris�an churches have turned away from believing that Jesus

was actually raised from the dead.  They can’t imagine that anyone could live

again having  died.   As  we  saw in the case of  Lazarus’  death,  many people

believe that death is beyond the reach of God.  What do you believe about this?

 37 For nothing will be impossible with God." Luke 1:37
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May 20 Morning Reading

11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming

to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that

they may be one, even as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in

your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of

them has been lost except the son of destruc�on, that the Scripture might be

ful2lled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world,

that they may have my joy ful2lled in themselves. 14  I have given them your

word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just

as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world,

but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I

am not of the world. 17 Sanc�fy them in the truth; your word is truth. 

      John 17:11-17

As Jesus prayed for us He prayed that we would be one even as He and the

Father were one.  Jesus wants us to understand how vital our unity is.  Many,

perhaps all, of the spiritual gi!s that God gives are useless without unity.  Of

what use is hospitality if no one will come to your party?  How can one teach if

people will not gather to hear the teaching?  What good is there in prophecy if

there is no one to hear the prophecy?  

The survival of the church and its ability to ful3ll God’s purpose for it depend

cri�cally on our unity.  Jesus goes on to say that the world will hate us because

we won’t conform to its demands.  Jesus expressly says that He will not ask the

Father to take us out of the world, but that  the Father would protect us from

Satan.  He asks the Father to sanc�fy us in the truth – which is His word!

43 Week 3: John 15:1–John 18:9

August 



Evening Reading May 20

18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.  19 And for

their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanc�2ed in truth. 20 "I do

not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their

word, 21  that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you,

that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent

me.       John 17:18-21

Jesus says that He is sending His disciples into the world as the Father sent Him

into the world.   He goes on to add that He is  praying here not just  for  His

disciples but for all those who would believe based on their word.  He asks that

His disciples and those who believe through them might all be one.  Jesus asks

that  we  would  be  united  with  His  disciples!   According  to  this  prayer,  it  is

through this unity, that the world will believe!  

Our unity with one another, aided and assisted by the Holy Spirit abiding in us, is

a very powerful tool e&ec�ve in spreading the gospel!
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May 21 Morning Reading

22  The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be

one even as we are one, 23  I in them and you in me, that they may become

perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them

even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given

me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me

because  you loved  me before  the  founda�on of  the world.  25  O  righteous

Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these

know that you have sent me. 26  I made known to them your name, and I will

con�nue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may

be in them, and I in them."       John 17:22-26

Jesus emphasizes the importance of our unity.  In v. 23 He says, “That they may

become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me.”   If we will

be perfectly united then the result will  be that the world will  come to know

Jesus.  That is a remarkable statement.  Somehow, Jesus expects that as we

each live out our lives ful3lling our Spirit given roles (gi!s) and tasks and remain

in unity,  that will  result in people coming to know Jesus.   We have,  then,  a

corporate responsibility as Chris�ans.  

I o!en think of how I should use the gi!(s) that the Holy Spirit has given to me

to glorify God.  My focus is, according to what Jesus is saying here, too small.  It

is not a case of me simply exercising my spiritual gi!.  Rather, it is a ma�er of

me, being who I should be and doing what I should do in Christ, IN UNITY WITH

OTHER BELIEVERS.  As we, the church, together live out our lives as Chris�ans,

then it is that the world will know that Jesus is the Christ.  

Here in Rhode Island, on top of our state house is a statue of the independent

man.  The American ideal.  The individual, alone, against all the world forging a

way  forward to  make  a  good and happy  life  for  him/herself.   It  is  hard  to

imagine a picture more opposed to the truth of the gospel.  What this world

values, God calls foolishness.  What God values, this world calls foolishness.  For

life to be full, joyous and purposeful it must be shared.  Our strength is not in

isola�on, shunning even inconsequen�al rela�onships with others.   To live in

unity,  as  Jesus  is  praying  for  us  here,  is  to  become  very  vulnerable  to  one

another – deeply interdependent on one another.  It is a risky business.  But that

vulnerability will bring with it a tremendous power to reach the world for Jesus’

sake.

Do we dare to give ourselves to God and to one another so that Jesus’ goal

might be achieved?

45 Week 3: John 15:1–John 18:9

August 



Evening Reading May 21

1  When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across

the  brook  Kidron,  where  there  was  a  garden,  which  he  and  his  disciples

entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus o6en

met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and

some  oNcers  from  the  chief  priests  and  the  Pharisees,  went  there  with

lanterns  and  torches  and  weapons. 4  Then  Jesus,  knowing  all  that  would

happen to him, came forward and said to them, "Whom do you seek?" 5 They

answered him, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus said to them, "I am he." Judas, who

betrayed him, was standing with them. 6 When Jesus said to them, "I am he,"

they drew back and fell to the ground. 7  So he asked them again, "Whom do

you seek?" And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." 8  Jesus answered, "I told you

that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go." 9  This was to ful2ll the

word that he had spoken: "Of those whom you gave me I have lost not one." 

          John 18:1-9

Now John moves on to tell the story of Jesus’ arrest, trial and death.  Judas leads

a band of soldiers out to Jesus.  Of course this happens at night under cover of

the darkness.  Jesus does not try to hide behind His disciples.  Rather He steps

forward to face the challenge head on.  He asks them whom they seek.  They

answer, “Jesus of Nazareth.”  Jesus then says, “I am he.”  This is a varia�on of

the divine name – “I am.”  Even now, He is declaring publicly who He truly is.  His

hearers are s�ll deaf.  

At  this  remark,  several  soldiers,  perhaps  Judas  included,  are  struck  to  the

ground.   No  doubt  all  those  around  were  startled  by  this  and  there  was

probably an awkward silence las�ng a few seconds.  So Jesus asks again whom

they seek.  They respond in the same way as before so Jesus tells them who He

is again, “I told you that I am he.”  He tells them to let the disciples go.  He is

o&ering Himself in order to protect His friends.  He con�nues to do all that the

Father asks of Him.  He holds nothing back.  His self-control as He goes through

His ordeal is incredible.  He masters Himself and is diligent to be sure to do all

that the Father asks of Him.
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May 22 Morning Reading

10  Then  Simon Peter,  having  a  sword,  drew  it  and  struck  the  high  priest's

servant and cut o@ his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.)  11 So Jesus

said to Peter, "Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the

Father has given me?" 12  So the band of soldiers and their captain and the

oNcers of  the Jews arrested Jesus and bound him. 13  First they led him to

Annas, for he was the father-in-law of  Caiaphas,  who was high priest  that

year. 14 It was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient

that one man should die for the people. 15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so

did another  disciple.  Since that  disciple  was known to the high priest,  he

entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 16  but Peter stood

outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest,

went  out  and  spoke to  the servant  girl  who kept  watch  at  the  door,  and

brought Peter in.                                       John 18:10-16

When Peter used his sword to cut o& the servant’s ear, you would expect that

the  soldiers  would  quickly  respond  in  kind  and  the  situa�on  would  rapidly

devolve into a bloody mess.  Apparently Jesus responds quickly enough, healing

the servant, to avoid any further violence.  

For His disciples’ sake and ours, Jesus says again that what is happening is the

Father’s will.  Despite the miraculous display of Jesus’ power, the soldiers arrest

and bind Him.  They lead Him away.  Some of His disciples run away.  Others

follow  at  a  distance.   Peter  and  John  follow  and  manage  to  get  into  the

courtyard.
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17 The servant girl at the door said to Peter, "You also are not one of this man's

disciples, are you?" He said, "I am not." 18  Now the servants and oNcers had

made  a  charcoal  2re,  because  it  was  cold,  and  they  were  standing  and

warming  themselves.  Peter  also  was  with  them,  standing  and  warming

himself. 19  The high priest then ques�oned Jesus about his disciples and his

teaching. 20  Jesus answered him, "I have spoken openly to the world. I have

always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together.

I have said nothing in secret. 21 Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard

me what I said to them; they know what I said." 22  When he had said these

things, one of the oNcers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, "Is

that how you answer the high priest?" 23 Jesus answered him, "If what I said is

wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you

strike me?"                                       John 18:17-23

When ques�oned about whether or not he is a disciple of Jesus, Peter denies

knowing Jesus.  This is the 3rst of Peter’s denials.  When ques�oned by the high

priest about His teaching,  Jesus answers that He taught openly before many

witnesses.  If the high priest wants to know what Jesus taught, he should ask

any of those many witnesses.  Then one of the soldiers strikes Jesus claiming

that  Jesus  is  being  Sippant  showing  disrespect  for  the  high  priest.   Jesus’

response is to claim that He spoke only the truth.

This  ques�oning and the trial  to come are nothing more than a farce.   The

Jewish rulers are not looking for the truth.  All they want is an excuse to charge

Him with crimes against Rome.  They want Him dead and they have no power to

put Him to death.  But if they can charge Him with insurrec�on, then they can

turn Him over to Rome and Rome will do their murderous work for them.
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24 Annas then sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.  25 Now Simon Peter

was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, "You also are not one

of his disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I  am not." 26  One of the

servants of the high priest, a rela�ve of the man whose ear Peter had cut o@,

asked, "Did I not see you in the garden with him?" 27 Peter again denied it, and

at once a rooster crowed. 28 Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to

the governor's headquarters. It was early morning. They themselves did not

enter the governor's  headquarters,  so that they would not be de2led,  but

could eat the Passover. 29  So Pilate went outside to them and said,  "What

accusa�on do you bring against this man?" 30 They answered him, "If this man

were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to you."  31  Pilate

said to them, "Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law." The Jews

said to him, "It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death."         John 18:24-31

Peter denies Jesus for a second, and third �me, followed by the rooster crowing

as Jesus had foretold.  His cowardice in Jesus’ �me of need will trouble Peter

greatly.  At the end of this gospel, we’ll see Jesus reach out to Peter to help him

deal with his behavior and to put him back on the track that God has for him.

When  Annas  fails  to  3nd  an  accusa�on  against  Jesus,  he  sends  Jesus  to

Caiaphas, the high priest.  Caiaphas does not seem to get what they want either

so they send Him before Pilate.  When Pilate asks why they are there, they try to

answer simply that He is an evildoer.  Pilate tells them to deal with the ma�er

themselves.  Now the Jews let Pilate know what they really want.  They want

Jesus dead and they want him to do it since they cannot.

The hypocrisy of the Jewish leaders is plain to see.  They want Jesus dead but

they don’t want to violate the law by killing Him themselves.  They want to

excuse themselves of any guilt by not actually murdering Him or ordering His

murder themselves.  It’s easy to 3nd fault with these leaders but their behavior

is not uncommon.  We all  can 3nd ways to try to jus�fy ourselves when we

know we’re in the wrong.  May God help us to be honest and brave enough to

face the  truth about  ourselves.   If  we claim to  worship God,  then we must

worship Him in spirit and in truth.

23  But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will

worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to

worship him. 24  God is spirit,  and those who worship him must worship in

spirit and truth." John 4:23-24
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32  This was to ful2ll the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of

death he was going to die. 33  So Pilate entered his headquarters again and

called  Jesus  and  said  to  him,  "Are  you  the  King  of  the  Jews?" 34  Jesus

answered, "Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you

about me?" 35  Pilate answered, "Am I a Jew? Your own na�on and the chief

priests  have  delivered  you  over  to  me.  What  have  you  done?" 36  Jesus

answered,  "My kingdom is  not  of  this  world.  If  my kingdom were of  this

world, my servants would have been 2gh�ng, that I might not be delivered

over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world."            John 18:32-36

Jesus had predicted that He would be cruci3ed – Rome’s method of choice for

killing criminals.  Next, John records the conversa�on between Jesus and Pilate.

Pilate has the sense to know what this is really about.  So he asks Jesus, “Are

you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answers by asking Pilate if he thinks Jesus is

King of  the Jews or if  he heard someone else say it.   Of course Pilate is  no

believer.  He is o&ering Jesus an out.  If Jesus will simply admit He’s not the King

of the Jews, then, Pilate hopes, the Jews will relent.  

When Jesus refuses to back down, Pilate asks, “What have you done?”  Jesus

responds that His kingdom is not of this world.  His kingdom is the kingdom of

heaven where righteousness and jus�ce are realized.  So Jesus answers Pilate’s

ques�on.  He is a king but His kingdom is not like this world.  His kingdom is one

that reSects Him.  His people and His kingdom were created in and have been

restored to His image.
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37 Then Pilate said to him, "So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I

am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into

the world-- to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens

to my voice." 38  Pilate said to him, "What is truth?" A6er he had said this, he

went back outside to the Jews and told them, "I 2nd no guilt in him.  39 But you

have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do

you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?" 40 They cried out again,

"Not this man, but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a robber.        John 18:37-40

Pilate tries to engage Jesus in conversa�on.  He imagined that Jesus would be

some sort of brute like the others he had dealt with in the past who had claimed

to be the Messiah of Israel.  But Jesus doesn’t 3t the pa�ern he’s used to.  I’d

expect, based on Jesus’ response to Pilate, that Pilate thought Jesus was some

sort  of  deluded fool.   Pilate  probably  also  thought that  Jesus  was harmless

enough and so wanted to let Him go free.  Pilate’s plan was to o&er the people

either Jesus or Barabbas.  Barabbas’ name is Aramaic and means “Son of the

Father.”  So it’s a possibility that Barabbas was himself a messianic pretender.

Barabbas, however, was a violent man.  Pilate must have thought that the Jews

would be much happier having Jesus on the streets rather than Barabbas.
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1 Then Pilate took Jesus and Oogged him. 2 And the soldiers twisted together a

crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe.  3

They came up to him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and struck him with

their hands. 4 Pilate went out again and said to them, "See, I am bringing him

out to you that you may know that I 2nd no guilt in him." 5 So Jesus came out,

wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, "Behold

the man!" 6  When the chief priests and the oNcers saw him, they cried out,

"Crucify  him,  crucify  him!"  Pilate  said  to  them, "Take him yourselves  and

crucify him, for I 2nd no guilt in him."    John 19:1-6

Pilate has Jesus scourged.  Perhaps he thinks that the Jews will be appeased by

this.  Perhaps they will not demand that Jesus be cruci3ed.  A!er scourging Him,

Pilate brings Him out before the people and tells them that he 3nds no fault in

Him.  The Jewish leaders cry out for His cruci3xion.  Pilate a�empts to give Jesus

over into the hands  of the Jews.
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7 The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and according to that law he ought

to die because he has made himself the Son of God."  8 When Pilate heard this

statement, he was even more afraid. 9 He entered his headquarters again and

said to Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave him no answer. 10  So

Pilate said to him, "You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have

authority to release you and authority to crucify you?" 11 Jesus answered him,

"You would have no authority over me at all  unless it had been given you

from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin."
12  From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, "If you

release this man, you are not Caesar's friend. Everyone who makes himself a

king opposes Caesar." 13  So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus

out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement,

and in Aramaic Gabbatha. John 19:7-13

When  the  Jews  tell  Pilate  that  according  to  their  law,  Jesus  must  be  killed

because he claimed to be the Son of God, Pilate becomes very afraid.  So Pilate

goes to Jesus seeking some way to set Him free. Jesus won’t cooperate.  Jesus

knows what’s going on and He o&ers Pilate some solace by saying, “He who

delivered me over to you has the greater sin.”  

Pilate  con�nues  to  3nd  a  way  to  let  Jesus  go.   The  Jews  try  to  force  their

agenda.  By saying that Pilate would not be Caesar’s friend if he lets Jesus go,

they are telling Pilate that, if he will not condemn Jesus, then they will do their

best to condemn Pilate as well as Jesus.

This is a typical tac�c with our common enemy, Satan.  If you will not do his

bidding  willingly,  then  he  will  a�empt  to  threaten  you.   The  devil  hates

mankind.  For those who refuse to willingly obey him, he will resort to ridicule

and a�acks.
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14  Now it was the day of Prepara�on of the Passover. It was about the sixth

hour. He said to the Jews, "Behold your King!" 15  They cried out, "Away with

him, away with him, crucify him!" Pilate said to them, "Shall I crucify your

King?" The chief  priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar."  16  So he

delivered him over to them to be cruci2ed. So they took Jesus, 17 and he went

out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, which in

Aramaic  is  called Golgotha. 18  There they  cruci2ed him,  and with him two

others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. 19  Pilate also wrote an

inscrip�on and put it on the cross. It read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the

Jews."       John 19:14-19

Pilate brings Jesus out before the Jews.  He says, “Behold your king.”  The Jews

cry out for His cruci3xion. They claim they have no king but Caesar.  Their claim

is more true than they would like.  For them poli�cs was a very important part

of their belief system.  One of their goals was that the Messiah should restore

the  poli�cal  fortunes  of  Israel.   Jesus  did  not  3t  the  bill.   Pilate,  perhaps

a�emp�ng to infuriate these Jews who have forced his hand, writes a sign to be

hung over Jesus’ head as He dies.  “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”

There is an irony here.  Pilate, a Gen�le Roman soldier, acknowledges Jesus as

the Messiah and condemns Jesus to death at the demand of the Jewish leaders,

who should have but did not recognize Jesus for who He was.

Does Jesus and the way He works in your life through the Holy Spirit always line

up perfectly with your idea of who He is or how you expect Him to work in your

life?  Does He have veto power over your will?
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20  Many  of  the  Jews  read  this  inscrip�on,  for  the  place  where  Jesus  was

cruci2ed was near the city,  and it was wri$en in Aramaic, in La�n, and in

Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not write, 'The King

of  the Jews,'  but  rather,  'This  man said,  I  am King  of  the  Jews.'"  22  Pilate

answered, "What I have wri$en I have wri$en."       John 19:20-22

When the Jewish leaders see the inscrip�on that Pilate has prepared, they ask

him to change it.  They do not want to be known as the people who demanded

the  killing  of  Israel’s  true  king.   By  having  the  inscrip�on  wri�en  in  three

languages, Pilate made as sure as he could that everyone would be able to read

it – no ma�er what language(s) they spoke.  In Pales�ne just about everyone

could speak one of La�n or Greek in addi�on to Aramaic.

Pilate refuses to change what he has wri�en saying, “’What I have wri�en I

have wri�en.’”
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23  When the soldiers had cruci2ed Jesus, they took his garments and divided

them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic

was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bo$om, 24  so they said to one

another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be." This

was to ful2ll  the Scripture which says,  "They divided my garments among

them, and for my clothing they cast lots." So the soldiers did these things,  25

but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother's sister,

Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother

and  the  disciple  whom  he  loved  standing  nearby,  he  said  to  his  mother,

"Woman, behold, your son!" 27  Then he said to the disciple,  "Behold,  your

mother!" And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 28  A6er

this, Jesus, knowing that all was now 2nished, said (to ful2ll the Scripture), "I

thirst." 29  A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the

sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 30  When Jesus had

received the sour wine, he said, "It is 2nished," and he bowed his head and

gave up his spirit.       John 19:23-30

In  the  next  few  verses  we  3nd  several  events  that  ful3lled  OT  prophecies

concerning the cruci3xion. Verses 23-24 tell how the soldiers tore up some of His

clothes and cast lots for others.  This was prophesied in Psalm 22.

18  they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.  

         Psalm 22:18

In verses 25-27, Jesus commands John to take care of His mother.  John tells us

that he took her into his care.  And in verse 28, Jesus says he’s thirsty.

21 They gave me poison for food, and for my thirst they gave me sour wine to

drink.          Psalm 69:21

For an OT descrip�on of the cruci3xion, read Isaiah 53.

12 Therefore I will divide him a por�on with the many, and he shall divide the

spoil  with  the  strong,  because  he  poured  out  his  soul  to  death  and  was

numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes

intercession for the transgressors.          Isaiah 53:12
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31  Since  it  was  the  day  of  Prepara�on,  and  so  that  the  bodies  would  not

remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the

Jews asked Pilate that their  legs  might  be broken and that they might be

taken away. 32 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the 2rst, and of the

other who had been cruci2ed with him. 33  But when they came to Jesus and

saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34  But one of the

soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and

water. 35  He who saw it  has  borne witness--  his  tes�mony is  true,  and he

knows that he is  telling the truth-- that you also may believe. 36  For these

things took place that the Scripture might be ful2lled: "Not one of his bones

will be broken." 37  And again another Scripture says, "They will look on him

whom they have pierced."                                       John 19:31-37

In  these verses  we 3nd two more instances  where OT prophecies  about the

cruci3xion are  ful3lled.   The 3rst  is  in  verse  36 concerning the breaking the

bones of the Passover lamb.

12  They shall leave none of it un�l the morning, nor break any of its bones;

according to all the statute for the Passover they shall keep it.    Numbers 9:12

The second, men�oned in verse 37, talks about Jesus’ side being pierced.

10 "And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem

a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him

whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only

child, and weep bi$erly over him, as one weeps over a 2rstborn. 

                                  Zechariah 12:10
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38  A6er these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but

secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of

Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took away his body.  39

Nicodemus also,  who earlier  had come to Jesus by night,  came bringing a

mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-2ve pounds in weight. 40  So they

took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the

burial custom of the Jews. 41  Now in the place where he was cruci2ed there

was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been

laid. 42 So because of the Jewish day of Prepara�on, since the tomb was close

at hand, they laid Jesus there.       John 19:38-42

When His body is taken down from the cross, Joseph of Arimethea places Him in

a new tomb and Nicodemus comes on the scene again.   Apparently  he had

become a believer at some point a!er his conversa�on with Jesus.  Neither of

these men were very vocal about their belief in Jesus.  The passage men�ons

that Joseph was a secret believer for fear of the Jews.

It’s a di�cult place to be where you become a believer but, for fear of how the

world may react to you,  you keep your faith a secret.   When a person 3rst

comes to faith this may be acceptable for a while.  But as �me goes on and one

grows in their faith, it should become clear that the Holy Spirit, living inside that

believer, has some gi!ing for that person.  Ac�ng out the gi!ing that the Spirit

has given will bring a person to a place where their faith becomes known.  
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1 Now on the 2rst day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early,

while it was s�ll dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the

tomb. 2  So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one

whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the

tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him." 3  So Peter went out

with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of them

were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the

tomb 2rst. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he

did not go in. 6  Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the

tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been

on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by

itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb 2rst, also went in,

and he saw and believed; 9  for as yet they did not understand the Scripture,

that  he must  rise from the dead. 10  Then the disciples  went  back to  their

homes. John 20:1-10

Mary Magdelene comes to Jesus’ tomb and 3nds it empty.  She runs to tell Peter

and John.  They run to the tomb.  As they go, John outruns Peter.  Although he

gets there 3rst, John doesn’t enter the tomb.  Upon arriving, Peter does enter,

then John follows.  They 3nd Jesus’ burial clothes folded up but He is not there.

So  they  go  back  home.   Even a!er  all  that  Jesus  had told  them about  His

resurrec�on, it does not occur to them that He is risen.  

As we saw earlier with Lazarus’ sisters, our expecta�on that death is 3nal and

irreversible is deep seeded and hard to overcome.  That kind of thinking is what

underlies  the  reasoning  of  many  “believers”  today  who  claim  that  Jesus’

resurrec�on was only a spiritual thing – without a physical reality.  People 3nd it

hard to believe that God could be bigger than His crea�on.  It’s easier to believe

that He can cause crea�on, simply because here we are!  Our eyes and ears

inform us that crea�on has  occurred.  Yet going further  to believe in things

beyond what we can see or fathom is more di�cult.

Many  today  want  to  think  that  science  will  somehow explain  how crea�on

happened on its own without any external cause.  But for many others, believing

that  is  even  harder  than  believing  that  God  created.   In  any  case,  their

knowledge of the world says that crea�on happened so they accept it as true

while being unsure about how it happened.  Likewise, the human experience

demonstrates that all living things die eventually and that once something living

dies, it stays dead.  Without any experience of resurrec�on, the natural belief is

that resurrec�on is impossible.  Can you get past what your eyes and ears tell

you?             37 For nothing will be impossible with God." Luke 1:37
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Evening Reading May 28

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to

look into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, siLng where the body

of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet.  13  They said to her,

"Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away

my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." 14 Having said this, she

turned around and saw Jesus  standing,  but  she did  not  know that  it  was

Jesus. 15  Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you

seeking?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have

carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away."
16 Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned and said to him in Aramaic, "Rabboni!"

(which means Teacher).      John 20:11-16

Apparently, Mary had returned with Peter and John.  Even though Peter and

John 3nd His clothes, when they can’t 3nd Him they simply go home.  Mary is

le! alone.  She wants to show her love for her Lord by caring for His body, but

she doesn’t know where to 3nd Him.  Into her pain and deep sense of loss Jesus

shows up.  

That’s what our God does!  When all hope is lost, when there is nothing more to

do and we can’t imagine that our problem could ever be resolved in our favor;

when we 3nally admit that we have reached the end of ourselves, then God

shows up.  At 3rst she thinks that He is just the gardener.  When He calls her

name, as He had many �mes before, she recognizes Him.  

In my life Jesus has called my name many �mes.  I did not hear Him for a long

�me.  But one day He found me and opened my eyes to see and my ears to hear.

We some�mes talk about how we came to Jesus.  The truth is that Jesus comes

to us and reveals Himself in ways that make us know that He’s been there all

along – even when we had neither eyes to see nor ears to hear.
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May 29 Morning Reading

17  Jesus said to her, "Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the

Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father

and your Father,  to my God and your God.'" 18  Mary Magdalene went and

announced to the disciples, "I  have seen the Lord"-- and that he had said

these things to her. 19 On the evening of that day, the 2rst day of the week, the

doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came

and stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with you." 20  When he

had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were

glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you.

As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you." 22 And when he had said

this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 

                                      John 20:17-22

Mary, overjoyed to see Jesus alive, grabs hold of Him. His response is to tell her

to let Him go.  He is risen and must soon return to the Father.  Mary tells the

disciples that she’s see Him alive and talked with Him. We’re not told how the

disciples responded to Mary.  The story moves on quickly to present a scene

where Jesus  shows up unexpectedly  in  their  midst  even though the door  to

where they were was locked.  He speaks peace to them.  He shows them the

bodily scars as proof of who He is.  Apparently they are s�ll dumbfounded so He

says to them again, “Peace be with you.”  Again, as He did with Mary, he quickly

moves on to the next part of the Father’s plan.  He tells them that as the Father

had sent Him, He is now sending them.  He breathes on them and tells them to

receive the Holy Spirit.

They had thought that things had somehow go�en out of control and that Jesus

was gone – the last three years of following Jesus and ministering with Him

were all in vain.  Jesus was dead and they had to start over without Him.  Into

the midst of their gathering He shows up, o&ers them peace, and tells them

what they must now do.  Most importantly, He tells them how to do what He is

sending them to do.  They must receive the Holy Spirit.

The message He spoke to them is the same message He speaks to us.  Whatever

you were doing, whoever you thought you were before Jesus showed Himself

alive in your life, lay it all aside!  He wants to send you!  Maybe He will send you

to some obscure place on the globe, or maybe you’ll be asked to go no further

than the corner drug store.  Whenever He sends, receive the Holy Spirit; then

move in the power of God.
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Evening Reading May 29

23  If  you  forgive  the  sins  of  any,  they  are  forgiven  them;  if  you  withhold

forgiveness from any, it is withheld." 24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called

the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25  So the other disciples told

him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see in his hands

the mark of the nails, and place my 2nger into the mark of the nails, and place

my hand into his side, I will never believe." 26  Eight days later, his disciples

were  inside  again,  and  Thomas  was  with them.  Although  the  doors  were

locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you."  27

Then he said to Thomas, "Put your 2nger here, and see my hands; and put out

your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe." 28 Thomas

answered  him,  "My  Lord  and  my  God!" 29  Jesus  said  to  him,  "Have  you

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen

and yet have believed." 30  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of

the disciples, which are not wri$en in this book; 31  but these are wri$en so

that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by

believing you may have life in his name.       John 20:23-31

When Jesus tells His disciples that they will forgive people or hold them guilty of

sin, He is not saying that God is giving them authority to determine right from

wrong on their own.  He had just told them to receive the Holy Spirit.   He’s

actually  con3rming  to  them  one  of  the  things  that  the  Spirit  in  them  will

accomplish.  Jesus will not remain with them, but God is not abandoning them.

Now, because of what Jesus has accomplished, God Himself, in the person of the

Holy Spirit will indwell them.  Now they will have an incredibly in�mate access

to the mind of God.  

That access is ours as well.   As we learn to hear and respond to Him, Jesus

con�nues His work in the world through us.  Truly, we are Christ’s ambassadors.

Next, John tells the story of Thomas.  All that Jesus has told them about His

peace being with them and the moving of the Spirit in the world through them

will take place only as they believe.  Once more this theme comes to the surface

in John’s wri�ng.  When Jesus eventually does appear to Thomas, he believes.

Importantly, John quotes Jesus here saying, “blessed are those who have not

seen and yet have believed.”  The chapter closes by once more, emphasizing the

importance of belief.  It seems as though John thinks that he cannot overstate

the importance of believing.  Surely, the Spirit moved on John, promp�ng him to

retell God’s message to us, we must believe!
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May 30 Morning Reading

1 A6er this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias,

and he revealed himself in this way. 2  Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin),

Nathanael  of  Cana in Galilee,  the sons of  Zebedee,  and two others  of  his

disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, "I am going 2shing." They

said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but

that night they caught nothing. 4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the

shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5  Jesus said to them,

"Children, do you have any 2sh?" They answered him, "No." 6 He said to them,

"Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will 2nd some." So they

cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quan�ty of

2sh. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, "It is the Lord!"

When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment,

for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea.          John 21:1-7

The last chapter of John’s gospel is o!en sub�tled “The restora�on of Peter.”  As

the story begins, Peter says he’s going 3shing.  Two other disciples accompany

him.  They labored all night with no good result.  At sunrise, Jesus appears on

the shore but they don’t recognize Him.  Jesus asks how they’ve fared.  When

they tell Him they’ve caught nothing He tells them to cast on the other side of

the boat.  When they do, they catch an impossibly huge number of 3sh.  

John realizes the man on the shore is Jesus Himself who has chosen to reveal

Himself  to them here by instantly reversing the results of their night’s  work.

Peter was overjoyed to see the Lord again, and throws himself into the sea to

reach Jesus’ side as soon as he possible can.  Peter’s love for Jesus is apparent

here.  Though he is ashamed of his betrayal, here was the Savior He loved, and

a new opportunity to confess and repent.  
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Evening Reading May 30

8  The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of 2sh, for they

were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards o@.  9  When they got

out on land, they saw a charcoal 2re in place, with 2sh laid out on it, and

bread. 10  Jesus  said  to  them,  "Bring  some  of  the  2sh  that  you  have  just

caught." 11  So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore,  full  of

large 2sh, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not

torn. 12  Jesus  said  to  them,  "Come and have breakfast."  Now none of  the

disciples dared ask him, "Who are you?" They knew it was the Lord. 13  Jesus

came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the 2sh.  14 This was

now the third �me that Jesus was revealed to the disciples a6er he was raised

from the dead.         John 21:8-14

When the other disciples reach shore with the boat they see that a 3re has been

prepared.  They s�ll have all the 3sh they’ve caught in their net, but they see

that  there  are  already  3sh  on  the  3re  and  some  bread.   Perhaps  Jesus  is

reminding them of the miracle told in John 6 where Jesus fed the crowd with

more than 5,000 men having only two 3sh and 3ve loaves of bread.  In verse 12,

we see that the disciples are s�ll having a hard �me coming to grips with the

fact that Jesus is alive.  A!er all, they’d seen Him die and everyone knows that

death  cannot  be  undone,  can  it?   Jesus  does  not  address  their  unspoken

ques�on.  He merely let’s His presence with them be their answer.  He does the

same for us today.
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May 31 Morning Reading

15 When they had 2nished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of

John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know

that I love you." He said to him, "Feed my lambs." 16  He said to him a second

�me, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you

know that I love you." He said to him, "Tend my sheep." 17 He said to him the

third �me, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" Peter was grieved because

he said to him the third �me, "Do you love me?" and he said to him, "Lord,

you know everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my

sheep. 18  Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress

yourself  and  walk  wherever  you  wanted,  but  when you  are  old,  you  will

stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you

do not want to go." 19  (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to

glorify God.) And a6er saying this he said to him, "Follow me."   John 21:15-19

Jesus asks Peter if he loves Him, using the verb agapao – to love completely

without degree.  Peter answers, “Lord you know I love you.”  Peter uses the verb

phileo – to love a friend.  Peter had boasted of his great love before.  Now he

has seen his inability to love as Jesus is asking.  Jesus tells him to feed His lambs.

Jesus asks a second �me, again using agapao.  Peter answer again with phileo.

Jesus tells him to shepherd His sheep.   When Jesus asks the third �me, He does

not use agapao, rather He uses phileo as Peter did.   It’s  as though Jesus is

asking Peter, “Do you even really have this lesser form of love for Me?”  

Peter, moved because Jesus has now asked three �mes and has changed the

ques�on by  asking  if  Peter  even has  a  lesser  love for  Him than He’d  asked

before, answers, “Lord, You know everything, You know that I love You.”  Again

Peter uses phileo.  Peter is struggling with the memory of how He’d deserted the

Lord.  He wants to be so much more that what he now knows he is.  But now

Jesus comforts him and tells him who he will become.  When Jesus tells Peter in

verse  18  that  when  he  was  young  he  dressed  himself  and  went  where  he

wanted, he’s telling him that as a young man he did as he pleased.  He had been

foolish at �mes.  When Jesus tells Peter that as an old man someone else will

dress him and take him where he does not want to go, Jesus is predic�ng Peter’s

death.  Tradi�on tells us that Peter, when he was cruci3ed by Rome for his faith,

asked to be cruci3ed upside down because he did not think himself worthy to

die the same sort of death as Jesus.   Jesus is  telling Peter that although he

thinks  his  love  for  Jesus  is  only  phileo,  when Peter’s  �me comes,  Peter  will

demonstrate  to  the  whole  world  and to  himself  that,  by  the grace  of  God,

Peter’s love for Jesus is more than phileo, rather it is agapao.
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20  Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the

one who also had leaned back against him during the supper and had said,

"Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?" 21 When Peter saw him, he said to

Jesus, "Lord, what about this man?" 22 Jesus said to him, "If it is my will that he

remain un�l I  come, what is that to you? You follow me!" 23  So the saying

spread abroad among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus

did not say to him that he was not to die, but, "If it is my will that he remain

un�l I come, what is that to you?" 24 This is the disciple who is bearing witness

about these things, and who has wri$en these things, and we know that his

tes�mony is true. 25 Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were

every one of them to be wri$en, I suppose that the world itself could not

contain the books that would be wri$en.       John 21:20-25

As the gospel ends, we see Peter asking Jesus about John.  Jesus answers by

telling Peter that he’s asking the wrong ques�on.  We some�mes can become

curious about things that really are not our concern.  So, by way of answering

Peter, Jesus tells him basically that he should only concern himself with with the

things that God will ask of him.  Jesus is telling Peter to keep his mind on what

the Spirit will ask him to do.

We  o!en have these same tendencies.   Jesus  has  restored us  and paid the

penalty that was due for our sin.  Now, in loving response, let’s keep our minds

focused on how He is leading us, to accomplish His purposes through each of us

individually.  What Jesus may ask someone else to do is really not your issue or

mine.  Each of us must concern ourselves only with what He commands us.

 "If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  John 14:15
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